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A,.s. ' oss.
The Hon. D. I. Congdon The Hon. B. 0. Borges
The Ho.' J. W. Hackett The Hon. F. T. Crowder
The Ron. S. H. Parker The Ron. E. W. Davis.

(Toilvr). The Hon, B. W. Hardey
The o.' H. MoKensa
TheHo. I.E. Richadson
The Ho. E. Bohinson
The Hon. H. J. Saunders
'The Hon. V. 11. Stone

(Teller).

Question-That the words proposed to
be inserted be so inserted-put and
passed.

Resolution, as amended, agreed to and
reported.

SOUTHERN CROSS AND COOLGARDIE
RAIWAY BILL.

Thisf Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

MULLEWA-CUE RAILWAY BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, anti wats read a first
time.

SCAB ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

This Bill was received from the Legis-
lative Assembly, and was read a first
time.

ADJOURNMENT.

The Council, at 9-45
adjourned until Thursday,
her, at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

o'clock p.m.,
15th Novern-

I-regislatib± aV55tmBI2,
Tuesday, 183th November, 1894.

Term of emsployent of officials in tropical districts
Pharmacy and Poison, Dill: recoramitted-Appro-
priation Bill: second mding; _& comte-ads
Resnmption Bill1 second readig in comomittee-
Drroving Bill,- Legislative connila mndments-
Elementary Edu~cation Act Amsendment, Bill: In
co.nn.. e-Inet Pests Bill: Message from the
Legislative Council-Felice Act Amiendment Bill:
Message from the Legislative Council-Adjourn-
met.

TRE SPEAKER took the chair at 4-30
p.m.

PRAYERS.

TERM OF EMPLOYMENT OF OFFICIALS
IN TROPICAL DISTRICTS.

Mu. WOOD, in accordance with notice,
asked the Premier whether there was any
limit to tile term for which telegraph
officers and other officials were employed
in the tropical districts of the 'colony,
where the severe climate had an injurious
effect on the health of Europeans?

TuE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
replied: There is no particular linmit;
but, as a rule, officers are not kept an
undue time in the North. Whenever
op)portunities for promotions occur, the
services of the whole of the officers in
the deplartment are considered; and, I
believe, the system pursued works satis-
factorily.

PHARMACY AND POISONS BILL.
On the Order of the Day for the third

reading of this Bill,
MR. ILLLNGWORTH, in accordance

with notice, moved that the Bill be re-
committed for the purpose of making
certain amendmients.

Question put and passed.

IN COMMITTEE.

Clause 39.-Perslons qualified, and
penalties:

MR. ILTJINGWORTH moved that
sub-clauses (b) and (c) of the clause be
struck out, and that the following sub-
clauses be inserted in lieu thereof:-

" (b.) A person carrying on, at the
" date of the passing of this Act, the
"business of a chemist and druggist or

":of a pharmaceutical chemist, who
" shall, on or before the first day of
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"June next, forward to the Council
",a, statutory declaration to that effect
"according to the form given in the
"Ninth Schedule to this Act; or

"1(a.) A legally qualified medical
"practitioner who makes up or corn-
"pounds his own Iprescriptions, or who
"resides and practises at least twenty
"miles from the nearest place where a
"pharmaoceutical chemist has an open
"shop:'

The Attorney General had k-indly put
this amendment into shape for him
(Air. llingworth), and it was unnecessary
for him to occupy the time of the com-
mittee. 'Under sub-clause (b), which he
now proposed to strike out-a person
entitled to be registered as a pharma-
ceutical chemist, under sub-clause (a) of'
the 21st section of the Bill, must have
been in the colony and carried on the
business of a chemist and druggist for at
least two years before the date of the
coming of this Act into operation. This
would have acted exceedingly hard upon
certain persons, especially those recently
established on the goldficlds, who might
be thoroughly qualified chemists, but who
had not been in the colony two years.
This amended sub-section would remove
that hardship, by allowing all qualified
chemists who were practising in the
colony at the time of the passing of this
Act, an opportunity of bringing them-
selves under the Act.

MR. WOOD did not plretend to know
mnuch about the matter, but he had bad
a visit from two or three prominent
chemists in Perth-

MR. ILLINGwORTH: This is what they
want; I have seen them to-day.

Amendment put and passed:
New Schedule:

-MR. ILLINGWORTII moved that the
following new Schedule be added to the
Bill, to stand as the Ninth Schedule-

"Tun NINTH SCHEDULE.

"1 Secion 3.9.
"To the Council 0 f the Pharmaceutical

" Society of Western Australia.
LI residing at ,in the

"colony of Western Australia, do hereby
"solemnly and sincerely declare that I
"was, carrying on the busine~s of a
"chemist and druggist (or of a pharma-
"centical chemist) at . in the said
colony, at the date of the passing of

" 'The Pharmacy and Poisons Act, 1894;'
"and I make this solemin declaration
"conscientiously believing the same to be
"true, and by virtue of the provisions of
"an Ordinance made and passed in the

"eighteenth year of the reign of Her
"present Xajesty, No. 12, intituled 'An
"Ordinance for the Abolition of Unneces-
"sary Oaths, and to su bstitute Declarations.

"in lieu thereof.'
"1Declared at in the said colony,

"this day of ,189 , before
me
Note.--To be mnade before a Justice of the

Peace or Notary Public,
Amendment lput and passed.
Bill reported, with further amnd-

men ts.

APPROPRIATION BILL, 1894-5.

Tux PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest),
'without comment, moved the second read-
ing of this Bill.

Motion put and passed.
Bill committed, and. agreed to sub

sileutic, and reported to the Rouse.

LANDS RESUM1PTION BILL.
SECOND READING.

Tux ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt) : This is a Bill to authorise the
acquisition of land for certain public
purposes. At the present moment the
Government have no power to ta&ke lad
for other than railway purposes, but it is
often necessary to take land for other
public purposes, such 'as wh.arves or
jetties, or approaches to bridges, or parks,
or reservoirs, or tanks, and other objects
of public utility (all of which are enume-
rated); and this Bill gives that powver to
the Crown. The Crown can acquire laud
for any of these purposes-of course on

payin compensation, which is to he regu-
lated inthe same way ais under the Rail-
ways Act; that is to say, the Crown
reserves the power to take one-twentieth
of the land, under its ordinary right of
resumption, and pays compeusation for
any-thing over and above that quautity.
The basis of compensation is to be esti-
mated on the probable and reasonable
price at, which the land, with any
iinprovem~nts on it, may he expected
to sell in the open market at the time it
is taken, with the usual allowance for any

Lands Resumption Bill.
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damage caused by severance. The usual
notice has to be published in the Gazette,
declaring the intention of the Government
to resume the land, and, thereupon, the
owner mak-es his claim in the sanie Way
as when the land is resumed for railway
purposes. With regard to the compensa-
tioii payable, and the mode of settling
arbitrations under the Bill, and of apply-
lng the money payable in respect of the
land, under section 11 of the Bin, the
provisions of the Railways Act are made
to apply. In some cases you may take a
])iece of land that is entailed, belonging
to one person for life and to another
afterwards, no person being entitled to
receive the money immediately; in that
case the money would be paid into the
Supreme Court and invested, as prescribed
under the Railways Act in such cases,
and the parties entitled receive the
interest on the money so invested. I
move the second reading.

MR. RANDELT4 : I notice that one of
the purposes for which land may be
resumed is for parks and places for public
recreation. It seems to me that the pro-
visions of this Act should not be applied
in the same way as the Railways Act,
which generally deals with large extents
of land.

TnE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
It only deals with country lands. There
is no power to resume town or suIburbaii
land.

Mit. WOOD: I presume this Bill is
the outcome of the motion passed the
other day in favour of the Government
resuming lands alongside the river be-
tween here and Fremantle?

TnE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt): No; this was drafted before
that motion came before the House. It
is for the purpose of acquiring land for
purposes which we cannot deal with
now.

MnI. IL.LINGWORTHt: I understand
that in certain cases the compensation
money is to be invested, and the parties
entitled are to receive the interest only.
That does not seem a very satisfactory
arrangement. The property might be
yielding a lar-ger rental than the interest
on the compensation money would yield,
if invested under the Act; though, of
course, it might be the other way. I
think, at any rate, that some provision

should be made so that the compensation
money and the interest thereon shall not
bring in less than the rental of the land
did previously, otherwise it might work
some hardship in the case of people who
have been depending upon what little
income they were receiving from the
land.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir 3. Forrest):
I think it's right enough, so far as my
experience goes with these arbitration
eases where the Government are con-
cerned. The compensation money is
generally pretty liberal.

MR.. ILLINGWORTH: It is all very
well for the Premier, in his happy-go-
lucky way, to say that it's all right. it
may be all right while he is at the helm;
but wve cannot insure the Premier's
life.

MR. RicunrusoN:; Can you insure his
poiticatl life ?

Mn. ILLINGWORTH: For a while,
perhaps, at a very small premium, pio-
vided he keeps his temper. I think it
would be a great pity if a widow, for
instance, or some old people, had their
property taken away from them, and
that thereby the little income they had
been depending upon were reduced to a
pittance, as it might be if the compen-
sation money were invested at only 24.l
per cent. I think some provisin should
be made to prevent any hardship in suchi
cases.

THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burit) : I think the parties concerned
will be well protected if they get their
claims settled by arbitration. I do not
think that, according to the basis of
value provided in the Act, the compen-
sation money is likely, when invested, to
bring in less than the rental of the land.
It is the same method of settling compen-
sation as is adopted elsewhere, in similar
cases, and it has been found that the Act
is sufficient, to protect owners of property,
and to provide them with, at any rate, as
much income as they have been in die
habit of receiving from the land.

Motion put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

IN COMMITTEE.

The House went into committee on the
Bill, and the various clauses were agreed
to without comment.

Bill reported, and report adopted.

Lands Resninption, Bill.
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DROVING BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMSNTS.

The House went into committee for
the consideration of the following,
Schedule of Amendments made by the

Legilative Council in "The Droving
Bill."
No. 1.-On page 2, Clause 2.-At the

end of the clause, add "1unless such stock
be carried by railway."

.No. 2.-On page 2, Clause 3, sub.
clause (3), line 3.-Between "nearest"
aud "Inspector" insert "Justice of the
Peace or."

No. 3.-On page 2, Clause 3, sub.
clause (4j), lines 1 and 5.-Between
" Isuch " and " Inspector " insert " Justice
of the Peace or."

No. 4.-On page 4, Clause 6, lines 2,
3, and. 4.-Strike out the words "1ap-
1)roach within ten miles of the head
station or homestead on any run, or the
headquarters of any person in charge of
stock or any part of a, run," and in-
sert "enter upon any run or before
entering upon any run that shall be
fenced."

No. 5.-On page 4, Cluse 6, line 5.-
Strike out " as aforesaid," and insert " of
stock on any part of a. run."

No. 6.-On page 4, Clause 7, line 2.-
Strike out " the letter T,?' and insert
"his registered horse or cattle brand."

No. 7.--On page 4, Clause 7, line 3.-
Strike out " letter," and insert "1brand."

No. 8.-On page 5, Clause 8, lines 11,
12, and 13.-Strike out all the words
between "1pasture " and "1nor."

No. 9.-On page 7.-Strike out the
Fourth Schedule.

Tauz ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.
S. Burt), referring to the first amendment,
said it was proposed to exempt stock
travelling by railway from the operation
of the Bill. He thought this would open
the door to dishonest practices. If any-
one wished to steal sheep on the road, it
would be very easy to drive them to the
nearest railway station, and so get rid of
the AeL. He moved that the amendment
be not agreed to.

u. RICHARDSON was inclined to
agree with the Attorney General that the
amendment would open the door to fraud,
If the sheep happened to be close to a
railway station, it would be very easy for
dishonest persons to rush some of them

to the station, pack them off by rail, and
it would not he very difficult to avoid
detection. He was informed that sheep-
stealing and stock-stealing were carried
on under these conditions in the other
colonies.

Mu. HOOLEY could not see why sheep
travelling b~y rail should be exempted
fs'oi the operation of the Act, and not
carry a way-bill-which they need not
do if this amendment were carried-any
more than if they were travelling b~y
road. The -way-bill could be endorsed
by the railway autboritics.

Motion put and passed, and amend-
ment not agreed to.

Amendments Nos. 2 and 3:
Agreed to.
Amendment No. 4:
TiE ATTORNEY GENERAL (lion.

S. Burt) said this amendment dealt with
the notice to he given by drovers when
approaching an owner's run, and it pro-
posed to strike out the words which re-
qutired such notice to be given when the
travelling stock were within ten miles of
the bead station or homestead, or of the
head quarters of the person in charge of
the run. This part of the Bill had given
rise to considerable discussion when the
clause was passing through committee,
and the original clause was amended so
as to allow of these notices being given
in the manner described. The amend-
mnent of the Council put the clause back
to where it was when the Bill was intro-
duced, and renewed all the difficulties
and objections which they had sought to
deal with, and proposed that these notices
should he gien on entering any part of
a run; it might be 100 miles from tho
homestead or head station, and. it -would
necessitate the drover sending the notice
all that distance before he could enter
upon the run. He thought it was creat-
ing unnecessary obstacles, and that it
would serve no 'good object whatever;
in fact, he did not see how the Council's
amendment could lie carried out in some
inistances. He thought the Assembly had
arrived at a satisfactory solution of the
difficulty when it amended the clause as
it did, and miade the clause a very good
one; but he had no hesitation in saying
that the Council's amendment made it
a very bad clause, and altogether uin-
workable. Therefore lie moved that this
amendment be not agreed to.

[ASSEMBLY.] Droving Bill.
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MRt. HOOTJEY regretted that he was
not a member of the House when this
Bill was going through committee. Hie
thought be could have suggested a slight
alteration which would have improved
this clause, but certainly not in the direc-
tion of the amendment of the Legislative
Council. He thought the clause as it
stood in the Bill was a very fair one, but
hie would have suggested, in addition
to providing that, the notice should be
given when approacehing within ten miles
of the hoiestead, that in the case of
an enclosed run it should be given before
entering any part of the unclosed portion
of the run; so that the owner night send
a responsible man to accompany the
travelling stock when going through his
paddock, to see that no stray sheep were
picked up. He thought it would be an
advantage to the drover, and a satisfac-
tion to the owner; and that it was a pity
some such words hlad not been inserted
in the clause. Bunt he certainly could
not see what was to be gained by the
amendment sent down from another place.

MR. RICHARDSON agreed that it
would have been as wvell if some distinc-
tion had been made between a run that
was fenced and a ruu that was unfenced,
lbuthe did not see hlow the matter could be
dealt with now. In any case, he thought
their amendment was a better one than
the Council's.

Motion put and passed, and amend-
ment not agreed to.

Amendment No. 5:
TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said this was a consequential
amendment, and moved that it be not
agreed to.

Question put and p~assed.
Amendment No. 6:
THE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said this amendment proposed
to strike out the provision as to branding
travelling sheep with the letter " T," and
to substitute the owner's registered horse
or cattle brand. In the first place, it
would not always be easy to brand sheep
with the instrument used for a man's
cattle brand, and in the next place, every
owner of sheep bad not got a registered
horse or cattle brand. Even if they had,
the ordinary brand would be no indication
that the sheep were travelling sheep ;
whereas, with the " T" brand, any stray
sheep found in a man's paddock bearing

that brand would be identified at once
as forming part of a travelling flock. He
moved that the amendment be not agreed
to.

MR. HOOTJEY said there was another
objection to substituting aman's ordinary
brand for the simple " T" brand, because
in many cases the registered cattle brands
in this colony consisted of symbols and
hieroglyphics which it would be very
difficult to reproduce on a, sheep's back,
to make them decipherable. As to such
brands being any assistance in ascertain-
ing the owners of straggling sheep, he
thought the ear-marks would afford a
better mecans of detection.

Motion put and passed, and amend-
ment not agreed to.

Amendment No. 7, being a consequen-
tial amendment, was also rejected.

Amendment No. 8:
Tan ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) said this amendment did away
with the necessity of a permit when stock
was merely removed, for change of pas-
ture, from one run to another, belonging
to the same owner. It had teen pointed
out to him that in some parts of the
colony it would be difficult to obtain
these permits from the Resident Magis-
trate of the district, and that it would
lead to a great deal of inconvenience and
delay if they were to insist upon them,
Ho proposed to accept this amnendment.

Amendment agreed to.
Amendment No. 9:
Put and passed.
Resolutions to be reported.
MR. SPEAKER resumed the chair.
THE CHAIRMAN reported that the

commiittee bad considered theamendinents
made by the Legislative Council in the
Bill, and had agreed to some and had
disagreed to others.

Report adopted.
TuE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon.

S. Burt) moved that Air. Hooley, Mr.
Richardson, and the mover be appointed
a committee to draw up the reasons of
the Assemibly for disagreeing to eerfain
amendments of the Legislative Council.

Question: put and passed.

At a quarter to six o'clock lP.M., MR.
SPEAKER left the chair.

At hall-past seven o'clock P.M., MR.
SPEAKER resumed the chair.

Droving Bill. [13 Nov., 1894.]
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MR. HOM~jY, onl behalf of the com-
mittee, brought uip the reasons of the
Assembly for disagreeing to certain
amendments of dile Legislative Council,
as follows:

Reasons of the Legislative Assembly for
disagreeing to Amendments Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6,
and 7, made by the Legislative Council
is "1 The Dh-oving Bill."

No. 1.-This amendment would greatly
increase the opportunities for sheep-
stealing, by providing a ready means
by whichl such sheep could be disposed
of, without the supervision and restric-
tions -which the Bill imposes in respect to
other travelling sheep.

No. 4.-As very many homesteads are
Ear removed from the outside boundaries
of their runs, this amendment would
necessitate, in many instances, the send-
ing of a messenger for fifty and even one
hundred miles, thus materially increasing
the cost of droving, and rendering snch
notice valueless, owing to the time neces-
sarily intervening between the notice and
the arrival of the sheep.

No. 5.-The same reasons apply to tis
amendmenut, which is consequential upon
No. 4.

No. 6.-The letter T being a inuiversal
brand for travelling sheep, enables stray
sheep to he at once detected, whereas an
owner's registered horse or cattle brand,
being often a symbol or figure, would be
difficult to distinguish, and would not be
so readily recognised as evidence of travel-
ling sheep.

No 7.-The same reasons apply to this
consequentiLal amiendment.

Mn, HOOLEY moved that the com-
mittee's reasons be adopted.

Question put and passed.
Ordered-That a Message be trans-

mitted to the Legislative Council, inform-
ing thein that the Assembly had agreed
to Amendments Nos. 2, 3, 8, and 9 made
by thenm in the Droving Bill, and had
disagreed to Amendments Nos. 1, 4, 5, 6,
and 7, anld forwarding the reasons for
such disagreement.

ELEMENTARY EDVCATION BLLL.

ICOMMITTEE.

Clanse 1.-Short title:-
Put and passed.

Clause 2.-Increase of vote for Govern-
ment and Assisted schools:-

MR. ILiLINGWORTH: I did not
occupy the time of the House when this
Bill was going through its second
reading, but I desire to call special
attention to the fact that this Clause 2
poposes to increase the capitation grant
to Assisted schools, and, in so doing, it
proposes to perpetuate the evil which
now exists. [THE PREMIER: What
evil ?] It proposes to lperlpetuate that
condition of things in which the Assisted
schools are successfully competing against
ti-i State schools. I must express my
surprise that after so distinctive a motion
as was carried in this House a, little while
ago, the Government should bring in a
Binl with this clause in it. I propose to
asic the committee to strike out all the
words after the words "in lien thereof "
in this clause. The words I propose to
strike out are- Anud section 4 of thie
said Act is also hereby amended by
striking. out the words "One pound
fifteen," in the fifth and sixth lines, and
inserting the words "1Two pounds five"
in lieu thereof. I want to call the atten-
tion of the committee to what is going
on in these Assisted schools. I have a
book here which, as I was informed, is,
or has been, until recently used in these
schools. Th this little book, which pur-
poses to teach geography, we have, under
the head of the different parts of the
world, a paragraph on "1Religion." Now
the objection I have to the whole system
is that this dual system perpetuates what
is practically a special grant for teaching
special lines of dogma. I appeal to the
House whether this is not true; for,
taken from the book itself, under the
heading of the "Religion" of Europe
we hakve this:-" Christianity prevails
throughout Europe, excepting in Turkey,
where the established religion is Mahom-
mclanismn. Two-thirds of the people
are Christians of the Greek Church.
The number of Catholics in Europew is
computed at 170.000,000. The Greek
Church has 68,00,000, andI Protestants
of all denomninations 60,000,000; Jews,
2,000,000; Moslems, 9,000,000; and other
idolaters. 2,000,000." Sonmuch for Europe.
When we turn to Oceania we have this
statement: - "1In by far the greatest
number of these islands the natives
are idolaters. Christianity has wade con-

Amendment Bill.[ASSEMBLY.]
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siderable advances, especially in those
islands which have been colonised by the
Catholic nations of Europe, or are in
their possession. In the Phiipine Is-
lands there are over 4,000,000 Catholics,
anti in Manilla, the principal town, there
arc several converts. The state of re-
ligion in Australia is of the most cheering
character. Pope Gregory XVL, in 1835,
sent thither the first Archbishop of
Syd-ney, accompanied by three priests and
four ecclesiastical students. Under the
auspices of this estimable prelate, Catho-
licism. advanced with rapid strides. In
1833 the Catholics were estimated at
one-fifth, now they are probably one-half
of the population. In Oceania. there are
nineteen bishopries, eight vicara4tes, one
Apostolic prefect, and over 400 priests."
According to the teaching of this book
the child is led to understand there is no
such thing as a Protestant bishop or
archbishop, or a Protestant minister in
the whole of thiese communities. That
refers to our own country, which is in-
cluded in Oceania. When we turn to
Africa we find this book says: " The
Catholic religion, once so flourishing in
Africa, is now but just recovering sonic
of its ancient splendour. Catholics,
though numnerous, constitute but a very
small minority of the entire population,
the great mass being involved in paganism
or Islamisin. At the request of Pope
Leo XIII. missions are now established
in Central. Africa."

THE CobmnssrowN. OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon, W. E. Marmion): May I ask in
what school this book is now being used ?

MR. ILaLINGWORTII: It is now
used in St. Brigid's school.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN LANDS
(Hon. W. E. Marmnion):. A-re you per-
fectly sureP

Ma. JAmEs: It was used until it was
found out.

MR. ILjLING-WORTH : lain in formed
by most reliable authority that this book
was in use eight days ago, and was in a
child's hanld in St. Brigid's school less
than fer-teen days ago. I will ask the
House to accept the assurance that the
-whole of the teaching is of the samne
character. A child who learns his geo-
graphy from this book must come to this
conclusion, and thiis conclusion only: that
no suchl thing as a Protestant is to be
found in Africa, or America, or Aus-

tralia; anld I ask this commnittee to say
,whether this is not teaching dogma. Of
America it says: " Nearly three-fifthis of
the American population profess the
Catholic faith. By the indefatigable
labours of the Jesuits, Dominicans, Fran-
ciscans, and other missionary Fathers,
nearly all the numerous tribes of South
America have been added to the Catholic
Church within the last 300 years. The
inhabitants of Mexico, Cuba, Porto Rico,
and of other West Indian islands are
Catholics. Catholics are also very, mimer-
ous in the United States and British
Anierica; and sereral of the native North
A mcrican tribes are being daily added to
the one fold by the zealous missionaries
labouring among themo." It will be seen
that not a, word is mentioned about the
existence of any other Christian sect but
the Roman Catholic One would think,
there is no such thing as a Protestant in
America. I call the attention of the
committee to this point: it is not so much
what is stated as what is left out of this
book that is presented as geography in
these Assisted schools. I ask the corn-
mittew to allow me to read an extract from
a speech delivered by the highest official
of the Protestant Church at present in
this colony-I miean the Dean of Perth,
and I waint to call attention to the fact
that this statement was recently made to
the Diocesan Synod, and was approved
by the Synod in session. In this speech,
made only a few weeks ago, the Dean
miade this statemaent:-" But I confess
that my symipathy with those who, in
another communion, are now labouring, so
persistently for the maintenance of the
dual system has b)een very radely shakeni.
The eagerness to secure and continue
the use, of certain so-called secular read-
big books containing much sectarian
matter, practically inculcating certaia
religious dogmas and certain views
of history, not only unreceived by,
but altogether contrary to the principles
of those who differ from the Roman
Church - this eagerness, I say, espe-
cially when we know that these same
books have been Objected to and discon-
tinned in the past, cannot but suggest a
doubt whether sonic use is not made of
the time sujpposed to be appropriated to
pulrely secular ins8truction, to create a
prejudice in favour of distinctively Roman
dogmas, Roman modes of thought, and
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Roman interpretations of history. Letmen
say again, as to the principle of Assisted
schools, I bold the same opinion that I
always held; in practice, ho-wever, there
seems to ine to be a. disposition to make
an altogether illegitimate use of the
opportunities afforded, and, I venture to
add, such a course will do a great deal to
alienate the sympathy of those who liave
in the past exerted themselves to maintain
the present system. If there be but a
suspicion that uinj ustifiable efforts are
made to warp the minds of the chilidren
of non-Roman parents, there will soon be
a very considerable diminution in the,
at present, large number of children
attending the Assisted schools, and it
will be left to Ronuanists alone to fight
for them. As Churchmien we can only pray
that any legislation in this matter will be
determined on with deliberation and
caution, and eventuate to the glory of
God and the advancement of true religion,
and, therefore, of true secular progress."
1 want also to call attention to a state-
ment imde by a. leading ecclesiastic of
the Roman Catholic Church -1 think it
was Archbishop Vlaughian - who made
this statement when discussing the
education question: " Give us your
children until they are six years of age,
and they will be ours ever afterwards."
We 'knoxv that early impressions are
always the deepest, and most lasting. £
wish to call the attention of members to
this point: that this colony is suffering
to-day, and has, suffered incalculable
injury in the past, b y reason of one
sentence which was contained in the
original geographies used in other parts
of the Australian colonies. When I wvent
to school, in our geography books it was
stated that West Australia was a6 sandy
waste, unfit for human habitation. That
was taught to us when we went to school,
and the great mass of people in the
other colonies believe that to this day,
and it is only when they come here they
find out the difference.

THE COMmissioNER or Cutown La&wns
(Hun. W. E. Marmion):. It didn't have
much effect upon you, evidently.

Ma. fLLUNGWVORTH: I want to call
attention to the fact that early impres-
sions cannot easily be removed; and T ask
this committee whether they are prepared
not only to continue, but to increase the
subsidy which has practically brought

these Assisted schools into the relatiox
in which they stand to-day, namely
schools which, while giving secular in.
struction, teach also specific religioun
dogma? It wasargued in the dcbatewhicl
took place when the question was u
previously, that these schools were ,uort
efficient, ad because of their greatci
efficiency were drawing off children iron
the State schools. If our children an
to go tothese schools, and their time ii
to be occupied and the opportunity takeu
for the pu~rpose of teaching specific dogma
then I say the State is not justified ii
continuing-and certainly not in inereas,
mng-the subsidy. I want to mentici
another fact to members, and I hope thej
will kindly take notice of it. There is.
gentleman now in business in Hay Street
whose children attended an Assiste
school. A gentleman said to him one day
"I am surprised you allow your children ti
"attend that school" "Why?" said lie
"there is nothing religious taught there.'

"Nothing religious!" the gentleman re
marked; " Do your children say theh
prayersk" "Yes." "H1ave you Iistene
to them saying their pr-ayers lately?'
"No, but I will." 'He went home tin
found his children-Protestant children
but attending one of these Assistec
schools-presenting prayers to the 11o2
Virgin. That is a fact I can prove, am(
it is a fact that is true, not only in tha-
ease, but in many others. It is a fact tha
dlogma& is being taught in these Assistec
schools; and that is the point I want tP
make, and to press upon this committee

TuE COMwuISSroNmu OF Cnown LAwND
(Hon. WV. E. Marmion): At what perioc
of the day ?

XM.. ILLINGWORTR:- I do not thin)
the hion. member need try to draw a re(
herring across the scent. The point
wish to draw attention to is this: tha
these Assisted schools are teaching re
ligious dogma,. If the committee i:
satisfied to vote money for schools when
they teach religious dogma, in schoo
hours, and where books that should. b
used for imparting secular instruction ar
being used for teaching distinctly religiou
dogma; if this committee is prepared ti
vote money for the increased efficiency o
these schools, it is of course at perfec
liberty to do so. Bnt I must enter m-
protest. Of course if I were a Roma]
Catholic, and held the doctrines held b.
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our Roman Catholic friends, I dare say I
should use every possible opportunity to
present those views. I am not complain-
ing that they do so. I do not complain
that our Roman Catholic friends should
use every possible opportunity to teach
their religions convictions. There is
nothing wrong in that. I am not corn-
plainung of anything wrong in that; I
simply affirm the fact that they doit; and,
what we have to consider is, whether we
will further increase or continue the
capitation grant to these schools. I hold
tha~t the system of education which is
required to be taught by thle State is a
distinctly secular system, but I amn not

going to discuss that point. When dealing
with this question inl another colony, I
took the trouble to get together some
figures which I desire to use; and I want
the committee to hear with me while I
present them to themn. They relate to
Victoria, 'where the conditions are practi-
cally the samne as in this colony. In
Victoria there are 1,911 State schools,
with 4,294 tewchers, and an average at-
tendance of 123,563, whilst there are on
the roll 192,565, but there arc 202,686
children of school-going age. Now, with
Sunday schools, where all, children are
not counted, and where religious instruc-
tion is given by each individual denomi-
nation in its own way by efficient teachers
(men and women whose hearts are in their
work), there is anl average attendance of
141,781, as against an average attendance
at the State schools of 123,568; and,
against 4.294 teachers in the State schools
(of svhich some 500 are seamstresses),
there are 16,754 Sunday school teachers
engaged in the good work. in Victoria. I
want to miakeo these remarks beca-use no
one in this House is more anxiouos than

Imn self to see children religiously educated.
I hlave no sympathy with what is called in
another colony a godless system of educa-
tion. But I hold firmaly that the State
school, or the Assisted school, is not the
place where religion ought to be taught.
I think I have brought forv~ard sufficient
to prove the position I take up, that
dogmia is taught in the Assisted schools,
and taught during school hours, and
taught in what are supposed to be secular
school books; and it is in consequence of
this that I take the responsibility of
moving that the words in this clause on
page 2, after the words " in lieu thereof,"

be struck out; and I want the committee
to understand exactly what this means.
It means that there shall be an increase
of capitation money to State schools, so
that they shall be made more efficient,
but it means that there shall he no
increase for Assisted schools. That is
my object. I will not occupy the time
of the House furthier, hut now simply
move this amendment, which Ir press on
the attention of the committee.

TE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
The lion, member who has proposed the
omission of these words has taken the
opportunity of again discussing the ad-
visability of continuing the grant to the
Assisted schools.

MR. ILLINOWORTH1: Of incre~asing the
grant, iiot continuing it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
We had a great deal of discussion about
that matter a little while ago.

MR. ILLrNGWOitTn: Not as to increas-
ing the amount, but discontinuing it
altogether.

Tn PREMIER (Hon. Sir ,J. Forrest):
I think the hon. member's argument
really comes to this: that these Assisted
schools are not desirable ; an d he uses, as
the groundwork of his argument to-night,
at any rate, the fact or the allegation that
these schools are doing what they are
forbidden to do under the Elementary
Education Act of 187], in support of
which he has read sonic extracts from a,
book that hie says is in use in these
schools. I have never seen that book
myself; I have not had very much to do
with the administration of that Act. But
I do not mind saying this : if that book
from which the hion. member has read is
in use in these schools, it seems to me
there is a good deal of suppression of
facts in the book. It probably tells Lhe
truth, so far as it goes; but there is a,
great deal that is suppressed which mnight
have- been said. I do not think, however,
that this book is in use now; it may be
in an odd child's hand, but I believe there
has been some correspondence with regard
to these school books recently.' I under-
stand from my friend thec Commissioner
of Crown Lands that this particular book
is one of the Christian Brothers' books.

MRt. ILLINOWORTTH: NO.
THE COMMISSION OF CRtOWN LANDS

(Ron. W. E. Marmion) : Would you
mind letting ine see it?
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THE PREMER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
However, I do not think it is necessary
for me, to-night, to defend the Assisted
school system, as it exists in this colony;
it is part of the educational system of
the colony, and it has existed for a good
mnany years as such. The reasons why
the Government have brought in this
Bill have been clearly and plainly set
forth in the Memorandum, which is in
the possession of members, from the
Mlinister of Education. It is generally
admnitted, both inside this House and
outside the House, that the Government
school teachers have not been too well
paid. For mnany years past I have beard
that aomplaint everywhere throughout
the colony. Although the rate per head
has been raised once before, the gf ant
now stands at £23 10s. for Government
schools, and one-half that amount for the
Assisted schools; and the Minister of
Education has represented most strongly
to the Government that the present grant
is not sufficient. I may say at once that
it was not with any very great alacrity
that the Government decidled to bring in
this Bill, because we knew th-at the intro-
duction of it would re-open the question
againi, and that we would have another
debate-a, semni-religious debate it gener-
ally is-and, for my part, I had no
particular desire to introduce a Bill
dealing with this matter. But it was
forced upon the Government in this way:
the present grant of £3 10s. to the
Government schools is not considered by
the Minister of Education sufficient for
these schools; and hie proposed, and we
acquiesced, that it should be raised to
£4 l~s. At the same timie, he pointed
out that inasmuch as £3 10s. was an
inadequate allowance for the Government
schools, half that amiount was an mnade-
quate allowanc for the Assisted schools,
and lie used these words: "Assisted
schools are part of the public school
system of die colony, and it seems to mne
it would be unjust to the denominations
to which they belong, and be placing the
scholars at a disadvantage, were we to
increase the efIficiency of the purely
Government schools without proportion-
ately increasing the efficiency of the
Assisted schools." The Government,
acting upon that view of the case, pro-
posed in this Bill that we should raise
the standard, not only of the Government

schools, but also of the Assisted schools
I think the main question we have U.

consider is whether these schools an(
efficiently carrying out what we desire
and are they adapted to the requirementt
of this country. That is what we havt
to consider. We have to see thai
every child receives a fair amount ol
education, and, so long as that object iE
attained, I think we shiall be doing aL1
that can be reasonably expected fromi is
I do not, myself, think it is necessaryI foi
every child in the country to receive a
classical education at the hands of tbt
State; hut it is geunrlly acknowledged
that the State should do somethinig ii'
the way of educating every child in thE
community up to such a standard thai
they may be able to carry out theii
vocations in life when they grow up
That is the question I ask muyself-i4
our present system of education efficient',
Are the children of the colony getting
that education at the hands of the Stat(
that they have a right to receive? I as!i
mnyself another question-whether Lbc
system is reasonably cheap, or whethei
it is a very expensive systemP I hav
come to tile conclusion that it isi nut ail
expensive system; in fact, no one cari
arguie that it is. I know it has beer
argued-but I do not believe it can IN
successfully argued-that the Assisted
school system is in soine respects am
expensive system. When we rmenibem
that we do not have to pay anytimp
towardIs their school buildings erectedI
throughout the colony, and that they are
built entirely by the people of their owr
denoinuations; when we also remnierbei
that wve only pay these Assisted schooh
one-half what we pay to the Goverinueni
schools, no one can reasonably argue thal
it is ain expensive s *ystemn. In fact,I
hatve heard from those who are most
averse to this system, that the arguineni
that theso schools are -not cheaper to tin
State thtan the purely (J-cvernmcnt schoolk
has to be given tip, and that it is no us(
arguing against themn on tha~t ground
because anyone who looks into the figuret
must conic to the conclusion that tht
Assisted schools. are cheaper to the Stalt
than the Government schools. Now, I
ami not one of those who wish to set' tlln
Romn Catholic Church, or, in fact, au
other Church, under anY systemt supported]
by the- State, attempting to prostelytist.

EASSEMBLY.] Ainendnzent Bill.



Eduatin A (3 Nv.,189.] Amendment Bill. 1407

or to convert people from one religious
denomination to another. I make that
as a general remark. I do not think that
in this country anyone can say that either
the Church of England or the Church of
Romne, or any of the other Churches, are
anxious. to take away the adherents of
one denomination of Christians in order
to include themi in their own ; at any rate,
if they do it, they do it very quietly,
because -we hear very little about it. I
think that, as a rule, they axe willing to
allow every person who has been born or
brought up in a certain religious per-
suasion to remain in that persuasion. At
any rate, that is the case in this colony.

Mu. ILLINOWOlITH: You don't believe
that.

Tnr PREMIER (Hon, SirS., Forrest):
That has been my experience, and I
believe it is a fact, too, because we never,
or very rarely, hear of a person belonging
to one denomination giving it up and
going to another.

MR. ILLINOWORTH:. I know an in-
stance.

TnnE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
One instance is nothing. Speaking of
the Roman Catholic Chureh-because we
cannot deny the fact that it is that
denomination which takes the greatest
advantage of this Assisted school system
-I think it must be admitted they only
wish to teach their own children ; and I
have no objection at all to their teaching
their ow-n children their own tenets.

MR. IJLINOWORTH: With their own
mney.

Tun? PREMIER (Hon. Sir S. Forrest):
The Act provides that they shiall only
teach religion within certain hours, and
the Act has to be observed in that
respect. They must not teach it durig
ordinary school hours.

Mu. ILLINOWORTH: But the4,y do:
Tue COMMWISSIONER OF CROWN LAND~S

(lion1. W. E. Maruiion) : You have no
right to say so.

Tnn PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest):
If they do, all I can say is if I found
they did it, and I was the Minister of
Educa~tion, I -would have something to
say about it. We have our inspectors
visiting these schools, and the clergy
of any denomnination can go to these
Assisted schools and teach any children
there belonging to their own denomina-
tion. That was provided for in the Act

of last session. Therefore, I think that
if the E ducatio n Act is carried out as it
should be, and in the way that the
Legislature and the Government desire
it should be, I cannot, myself, see that
there should be any objection to this
Assisted school system. I should like to
see each reliious denomination looking
after their own children as carefully as
they can. I should be sorry-although
I do not suppose lpeople consider me a
very religious man-I should be sorry,
myself, to see religion banished altogether
from our schools. I believe, if you do
not teach youngsters some religion in
their youth, they will never acquire it
afterwards.

MR. ONNOR:- They would come to the
gallows; they would be hanged.

THtE PREMIER (Hou. SirS. Forrest):
Speaking for myself, I believe that what-
ever good there is in mie-if there is any
-was acquired in my earl 'y youth.

MR. ILLINGOOTH: Not in the day
school.,

THE PREMIER (Hon, Sir T. Forrest):
I know I have not acquired very much
good in mly later years. Whatever good
principles I may possess-and I dare say
I am like other men in that respect-
were acquired in my early youth. How-
ever, the way I wish to view the question
now before the House is this: as wve are
about to increase the ca pitation grant for
the Government schools in order to
increase their efficiency, should we leave
the Assisted schools as they are, or shall
we also endeavour to make them more
efficient?

jMR. Ittixo WORTH: YOur argument
has been that they are more e fficien t than
your own schools.

Tua, PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
No; iny argument has been that accordling
to results they are equally efficient, and
cost less to the State. I never said they
were more efficient, nor do I wish to
make any comparison betwveen the two.

IBut I say if these Assisted schools are
as efficient with a eapitation grant of
£1 15s. as the other schLools are with a
Capitation grant of £3 l0s., all the inore
credit to those who manage them,

MR. ILLINOWOUTH : Hear, hear.
THE PREMIER (Hon. SirSJ. Forrest):

If we are going to raise the standard of
our Goverrnent schools by increasing the
capitation giant, I do not see how we can
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consistently' refuse to increase the grant
to the other schools, which are also a part
of our public system of education. If
you look at the efforts of these schools to
turn out as efficient scholars from the one
clatss of school as the other, and you
increase the grant to one class of school
and not to the other, you are plating the
Government schools at a great advantage
over the Assisted schools.

MR. R. F. SL*OLT,:' Why notF
Tan PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

I do not think it is fair, I believe the
bon. member is in his heart a fair wanl,
and, if lie would not aldlow his prejudice
to warp his judgment, he would see it is
not fair to endeavour to increase thle
efficiency of one class of school at the
expense of the other. But we know he is
agaist the system altogether. He is
prejudiced againist it , and would do every
thing he could to try to damage the
Assisted schools, or to wipe themi out
altogether. That ishis object. I know it
pretty well as well as he knows it himself.

MR. R. F. S ROLL : We want to increase
the efficiency of the Government schools.

TWE PREMIER (Ron, Sir J. Forrest):
And the Assisted schools.

MR. R. F. SWOLL: No.
THE PREMIER (H[on. Sir J. Forrest):

Why not?
MR. ILLINGOOTH: Because we do not

believe in them.
Tgn PREMIER (lion. SirSJ. Forrest):

Now we know what you want. You
disapprove of the system, and therefore
you want to mnake it as inefficient as you
can. Now I understand your argument.
But I take the view of the Minister of
Education, where hoe says that so long as
the Assisted schools are part of the
public school systemn of the colony, it
would be unjust to place them at a
greater disadvantage with the other
schools than the 'y are at present. We do
not propose to give themr this propor-
tional increase upon any denominational.
or any religions grounds; we merely do it
on the grouinds of abstract justice. I do
not know that I need say anything more.

MR. RANDELLi: I regret very much
that the Government should have felt
the necessity of introducing this Bill, in
its present formn at any rate, to further
subsidise schools that enter into coin-
petition with the State schools. I object
to that feature of the Bill strongly, be-

cause it is reaffirming dile principle that
not only should these Assisted schools
continue in competition with the Govern-
mnent schools, hut that the amount of the
grant should be increased, which means
that the amount of compensation that
no doubt will have to be paid by-and-by
will also be increased, should the country
arrive at the conclusion that it is not wise
that this dual syvstem should he continued.
I beli eve that we shallI soon arri ve at that
decision, I believe the feeling against
the present system is growing in this
country vecry largely. I do not think we
should deal with this question merely as
one affeciting one religious denomination
only, though I think if these Assisted
schools did not belong to, a religious
denomnination the Government would not
allow themu to exist one year longer. It
seems to mne so absurd that we should
subsaidise other schools to enter into cciii-
petition with our ow-n schools.

Tn Pnnnnrn (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It creates a spirit of eniullation.

MR. RANDELiL: I do not believe it
opierates in that way, and I think I can.
speak with some authority. It operates
ini exatly a contrary way; it reduces the
attendance at the State schools, arid
therefore it reduces the efficiency and
increases the cost of the schools. If you
find a decent State school established in
a country town you will, by-and-by, find
that it suits the Roman Catholic Church
to establish an Assisted school in that
town, and whatis the result? The attend-
ance at the State school goes down 50
per cent., and, in somec cases, tile teacher
of the State sch ool has to leave, as hie finds
'he is unable to earl) a decent livelihood,
in competition with a school where the
teaching staff is in many eases a voluntary
staff, supported froml other sources.
Cases* of that sort have occurred to my
own knowledge, where, owing to the
decreased attendance, and coasequently
a. decreased income, good and efficient
teachers have had to leave, to be succeeded,
perhaps, by an inferior teacher. That is
how, the present systemi operates. It does
not at all tend to increase the efficiency,
but to increase the cost, of the State
schools, as I stated before, inasmuch as
these Assisted sch ools are only established
iii the larger centres of population, leaving
it to the Government to hear the erpense
of establishing State schools in small
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country places, where the cost is neces-
sarily large in proportion tn} the cost of
schools where there is a large attendance.
I do not know that we need go into the
question of the efficiency of these schools;
it is generally admnitted that the Assisted
schools are fairly efficient, and that in
one or two instances they are slightly
superior to the Government schools on
the whole. But, geneurally speaking, when
people argue that question, they lose sight
of the fact that, taking the average for
the Government schools, you have to
include the percentage of passes in small
country schools; whereas, as I have said,
the Assisted schools arc generally con-
fined to the larger centres of population,
where the attendance is greater and the
percentage of passes is greater. The
greater efficiency of the Assisted schools
is mainly found in one or two schools
only, which helps to swell thle general
average. Even in our larger towns some
of their schools are not so successful.
For instance, there is the Boys' School at
Perth, which, ever since its foundation
almost, has beena a failure, haiving about
the lowest number of passes in an ,y of the
public schools of thle Colony, and coin-
paring most unfavourably with the
Assisted schools for girls.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
How is that?

MR. RANDELL: Because these Girls'
Schools have the advantage of being con-
ducted by zealous Sisters, who have set
their hecarts and devoted their lives to
this work, and who are virtually an
uupaid class of teachers; whereas, in the
Boys' Schools, they have no such oppor-
tunity of filling them with teachers who
are imbued with the same spirit of self-
denial and self-sacrifice. Hence we find
that the Assisted Boys' School at Perth
was forycars and years, I believe, about the
lowest in point of attainments of any of
the schools of thle colony, I have heard
even Catholic parents say they could not
think of sending their children there,
and have taken them away and sent them
to other schools, or, if the opportunity
offered, and they could avail themselves
of it, seat their children out of the colony
for their education.

THE PREmiER, (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
That was to obtain a higher standard.

MR. RAMDELiL: No, that is not the
reason. I could give it, but I have no

wish to do so. The gist of it wvas because
the teacher was inefficient and not fit to
occupy the position hie held. The pay
given to him was sinall, and other reasons
oplerated against the success of the school.
I say again it is a pity that the Govern-
went should have brought forward this
Bill, increasing the grant to these
Assisted schools when the feeling against
tite present dual system is growing in
intensity. Why is the present system
maintained? It is maintained either, for
the purpose of enabling the Roman
Catholics to give religious instruction to
their youth, or it is maintained because
they desire to educate their children in
secular knowledge. If it exists for
religious purpoises, then, in view of the
resolution arrived at by this House the
other day, I do not see how we can con-
sistently continue to perpetuate this
system. We arrived ait the conclusion
that State aid to religion is to be dis-
continued, but this is State aid to religion
in its very worst fonn. We know there
is no restriction or limitation a to
the children who may attend these
Assisted schools belonging to the Roman
Catholic Church, and that in somec
places Protestant children largely avail
themselves of them. I am very sorry
to say that such is the case, because
I think there is great danger of their
religious principles being consciously
or unconsciously influenced, because the,
whole tone of the school is imbued with
Catholic teaching. I know of one school
in Perth where the symbols of the Roman
Catholic Church are openly exhibited in
the school, and the winds of the young
children who attend these schools are
faiiiaxised with these sights, and the
danger they are exposed to is great,
particularly when we know that the
teachings of the Roman Catholic Church
pervade the whole school more or less.
We know there is a conscience clause, and
that this conscience clause is supposed to
be exhibited on the walls of the schools,
but we also know that it is not always so
exhibited. We also know that some of
the books used in these schools contain
passages which are certainly ver 'y danger-
ous for a Protestant child to read. We
know that very early after the introduc-
tion of the dual system, the Central Board
called for the blooks which were in use in
the Assisted schools of the colony, and
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that the Board had occasion to reject
several of these books, because they con-
tained. passages that wvere obnoxious to
the minds of all Protestants. Members
seem to have been somewhat startled this
evening by the extracts read by the hon.
member for Nannine from one of the
books in use in these schools at the present
time; but I remember there used to be a
History of Ireland placed in the hands of
the scholars attending these schools con-
taining passages which I think would
make a Protestant's hair stand on end.
That book was (hstinctly disloyal to the
British Crown, and contained statements
which could not be borne out by any, im-
partial history; and it had to be with-
drawn from the schools. Some other
books were also objected to, and the
leaves containing the objectionable pass-
ages were pasted together. Ultimiately,
I believe, these lbooks were also removed
from the schools ; but we now find
that books are still in use in these schools,
which cannot do otherwise than pervert
the mind of any Protestant child who
gets his knowledge of history from sources
so unreliable. I have no hesitation in
saying that about the book we have
heard extracts read from this evening.
It is grossly misleading, and glaringly so
wvhen compared with another Catholic
historian, Tiingard, a wiher who, in the
main, is both liberal and fair as to the
way in which he places his opinions and
states his facts for the instruction of
those who read his works, and with
whom anyone might be satisfied. These
schools, I say, exist for one of two
purposes-for the teaching of religion,
or for secular instruction. If for
secular instruction, there can be no
reasonable objection to the chidren re-
ceiving that instruction in the Stato
schools of the country. If on the other
hand, they exist for the purpose of
teachin g one particular religion, the
State has no right to subsidise them.
It is a false policy for us to encoturage
the separation of our children into dis-
tinct castes in this way. We have adopted
a system of national education, and it
should hie our determination, if possible,
to secure that system fair play, aiid not
to vote the funds of the State for the
assistance of another class of schools
which come into competition with our
national schools, and which divide our

children one from the other, and train
them up to look at each other with
suspicion and with distrust, and, in some
eases, almost with dislike, as belonging
to other denoinations. We, on our
lpart, are quite willing for our children
to sit side by side with Roman Catholic
children and others who may come to our
State schools; and I fail to see any
reason why there should be any olbjection
on the part of Rowan Catholics to allow
their children to sit side by side, in the
same schools, with their fellow colonists
who happen to be Protestants, We
know, of course, that the real reason for
keeping them separate is to imbue them
with the Catholic faith ; and I have not
the slightest doubt that there is a desire
also to gather into these Catholic schools
the children of Protestant parents-at
any rate there is no opposition to their
attendance-so that they also may, per-
chance, acquire a knowledge of those
doctrines which it is possibly hoped may
influence them in after-life. It has been
said by the Premier to-night that he is
distinctly in favour of religious teaching
in school-deinominational teaching. I
suppose, lie means. The question arises,
do these denoninational schools, whether
they belong to the Roman Catholic Church
or the Church of England, produce at
better class of citizens or a better class of
settler-s than om- State schools or un-
denominational schools? Is any mnew-
her here prepared to say so? I think
I heard one bon. member (Mr. Connor)
interject the remark that, if a6 child were
brought uip without religion, the pi-o-
bability was that hie would be hanged.

MR. CONNOR: That was in reference
to a paragraph that appeared in the
evening paper.

Mn. RANDEJIA The statistics of all
countries show us that this denomina-
tional system, whether it be Roman
Catholic or that of any other Church,
does not turn out more patriotic or a
better class of citizens than those turned
out by the Board schools or vndenoin-
inational schools in England, or the
national or State schools in Australia.
I do not think, anyone will be hardy
enough to say that such is the case. I
do not want to go into further detail
upon this point, but I submit that this
would be the only reason for maintain-
ing a system of denominational educa-
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tion in our miidst,-that such a system is
likely to tHun out, not a slightly better
educatecd class, but a hotter class of
citizens genlerally, men who better fulfil
the duties of life.

THE PREMiER, (Hon. Sir- JT. Forrest):
If they turn out as good a class it will
do; why should we want them to turn
out a better class ?

MR. RAKDELaL: I do not want to
pursue that point. I have my own
opinion upon it, and I think it is sub-
stantiated by facts. But the great argu-
ment throughout the whole of this dis-
cussion has been that the teaching in
these denominationa schools is superi .or
to that which is ordinarily given in the
State schools. The Minister of Educa-
tion has sent downi a very excellent
minute onl this subject, land lie expresses
the ojpin ion here that the Assisted schools
are pai-t of the ])ublic school system
of the colony, and, hie says, "It seems
to me it would be unjust to the do-
nominations to which they belong, and
be placing the scholars at a disadvan-
tage, were we to increase the efficiency
of the jpurely Government schools
without proportionately increasing their
efficiency." I do not think we have
any right or reason to consider the
Assisted schools as part of the public
school system of the colony. They exist
for their own purpose, and not for the
purpose of the State. They exist, not
because they are so exceedingly anxious
to impart education to the children of
the colony ; these schools exist purely
and simiply for denominational purposes,
and I say we are not justified in spending
the funds of thle State for such a purpose.
If they do not exist for that putrpose, if
they exist solely for educational purposes,
then I say we are foolish to subsidise
them in competition with our own schools,
and the sooner we' bring this state of
things to an end the better. We find
that no such system prevails in any of
the other colonies. It is also being fast

superseded in England by the Hoard
schoo system, which is attaining greater
efficiency. I have information onl that
point from a very high authority, one of
Her Majesty's chief inspectors of schools,
whodistinctly states that tbeBoard schools
are surely, if slowly, winning their way
in public estimation, and that the time
will come when these schools will entirely

supersede the denominational schools
throughout England. I join issue with
the Minister of Education when he says
that the Assisted schools are part and
parcel of our public school system, and
that it would be unjust not to increase
the grant to thle Assisted schools in the
same proportion as the grant, is increased
to the State schools. He knows as well
as I do that these schools, side by side
with the Government schools, are inijurious
to the efficiency of the public school system
of the colony; and not only that, bitt that
they also increase the cost of our Govern-
ment schools by diminishing the attend-
ance, and consequently diminishing the
income of the schools. I do not think
we should have had to-day this demand
for increasing the subsidy to the Govern-
ment schools were the Government school
system thec only system prevailing in the
colony. I believe that the attendance
would be sufficiently large to provide the
teachers with a suicient income, and
to secure an efficient class of teachers
in all the principal centres of population.
I have sp)ok-en longer than I intended on
this occasion, but I really do think we are
not justified in granting this increased
subsidy to these denominational schools.
In doing so, we are opening the door to a
larger demand for compensation by-and-
by. There is nothing to justify us in
giving a larger subsidy to these schools,
which exist, not for the benefit of the
colony, or in the interests of education,
but for the purpose of obtaining a free
haind for the teaching of religious dogma.
and possibly-I am not quite sume-also
for proselytising purposes.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): I shall
not detain members very long. In the
first place, I wish to challenge the hell.
member for Nannine ats to the correctness
of the statement he has made in the
House this evening, namely, that the
little book lie has produced was found
in the hands of a child in St. Brigid's
School, and in use in that school. I
will ask him to prove his assertion; if
not now, I shiall look to him to do so
hereafter.

MR. MoRAN: He can't prove it.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Ron. W. E. Marmion): I do
not believe hie can. I believe his state-
mont is-I will say an incorrect one;

Education Act [13 Nov., 1894.]



1412 Ediication Act [A EM Y.Amn etBi.

because I have it on the assurance of one
whose word I amn fully prepared to accept,
and who I am quite sure would not tell
me a falsehood in the matter, that such
is not the case. My lion, friend opposite
(Air. Randell), who was my colleague on
the Central Board, knows full well that
some years ago certain books then in
use in the Roman Catholic schools wyere
objected to by the Board, and it was
agreed that they should be no longer
used in those schools. That was over
two years ago.

MR. RANDELT.: I Spoke Of 15 years
ago.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Martnion): We dou't
want to go back 15 years; we inight as
well go back 100 or 150 years. What I
am prepared to state is this: that since
the timne the Central Board issued instruc.
tions that certain books were not to be
used, and a pledge was given by the
managers of the Assisted schools that
they would not be used, they have ceased
to be used. I. have that on the authority
of a gentleman whose word I amn perfectly
sure is quite as good as the oath of many
people, and I ami perfectly sure that his
statement is a correct one,-that none of
these books have been in use since. All
the books that are used in these schools
are subjected to the inspection and ap-
lproval of the Government inspectors at
the beginning of every year. I do not
in any way wish to assert that the bon.
member for Naunnine has obtained this
bjook, and produced it here this eeig
for the object of in *juring the instiuin
against which he has given us such a
tirade this evening.

MR. ItriuowonRn: You had better not.
THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN

LANDS (Hon. W E. Marinion): How the
book came into his possession is not for
me to say. Possibly some good friend
of the Assisted schools, and of those in
whose interests they are to some extent
supported, placed the book in the hands
of some little child, who informed himi-

MR. ILLINGWORTH: The highest atm-
thority in Perth is my informant.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. WV. E. Marmion) : At all
events I am prepared to deny that the
book, or any book of the kind, is in use
in any of the Assisted schools in this
colony, except possi1)ly the Christian

Brothers' school in Perth. I may say
that Bishop Gibney, a short time ago,
introduced two of the Christian Brothers
-a society which is known throughout
the world for the teaching capabilities of
its ineinbers-to take charge of the Perth
Boys' School. It is a rile of the associa-
tion to which the Brothers belong that
they shall use no other books lbut their
own in any~ school where they teach. I
am not prepared to say whether the little
book produced by the hon. member for
Nannine is one of the Christian Brothers'
books, because I notice that the frontis-
piece is torn out, and I cannot see who
is the author, or under whose authority
it is issued. But one of the rules of the
Christian Brothers is that they shall use
no other books bitt their own in any
schools in their charge -a concession
which I noticed from a recent telegram
has been granted to them in Ireland by
the Minister of Education in England.

MR. ILL1NGOOWH: We don't object
to that.

TRE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marmion): It
would not mnatter if 'you did. These
Brothers informed the Bishop that if
they took charge of this school they must
be allowed to use their own hoots; and
the Bishop, appreciating the difficulty of
tile position, entered into correspondence
with the Minister of Education on the
subject, soliciting as a great favour
that the concession asked for should he
granuted inthiispar-ticuilarinstnce. Speci-
inens of the books belonging to the
Christian Brothers' series wvere sent to
the Minister of Education. I also saw
them, and heard extracts read from
them, which, of course, to my mnind, as
mnembers may easily imagine, contained
nothing particularly shocking, though,
])erhaps, they would be considered shock-
ing by sonic hon. niembers. They were
considiered, however, by the Minister of
Education to contain certain principles
which savoured of what is called Roman-
ismn, and it was considered inadvisable
that they should 1)0 used in any school
partly supported by the State, and the
Bishop was so informed, and that if the
use of the books was persisted in, the
School could no longer continue to re-
cive State assistance. Possibly this will
be the result, for I do not suppose the
Christian Brothers will give lip their
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books, and we may expect that State
assistance will be withdrawna from this
particular school. At any rate, I venture
to say, if it is withdrawn, that the school
will still be carried on, and probably
become more flourishing than ever it was
before.

MR. ILLINGWORTH: More power to
them! But a had argument in favour of
continuing the vote.

THE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. Marinion) : He
says that is a bad argumen6 for the vote.
I say it is a very good argument. It
may suit the lion. member to snigger and
laugh; but I say it is a good argument.
It shows that those who object to send
their children to State schools do so on
conscientious grounds. It shows that
sooner than sacrifice their conscientious
scruples they will, if forced to do so, put
their hands in their pockets in support of
their convictions. I don't know whether
the hon. member is prepared to do so.
In these Assisted schools no religious
teaching is allowed excep)t within certain
hours, and the children of other denomin-
ations are protected by the conscience
clause. In addition to that there is an
army of inspectors, who are free to walk
into the schools at any time they lplease,
to see that the regulations are not in-
fringed. I believe that, as a rule, the
inspectors aire very careful and particular
on this point, and that there never was a
case in which there had been any infringe-
meait of the rule which was not made
known. I do not know that it is neces-
sary for me to p)ursue this inatter any
f urther. As for any argument I might
use producing the slightest effect Upon
some hon. members on this subject, I
know perfectly well that if I talked here
for six months, and produced the most
convincing arguments which any human
being could urge, they would not affect
some hion. members in the slightest degree.
Therefore, I am not arguing in the hope
of convincing these members, but to con-
vince others whose minds, perhaps, are
more open to conviction than is that of
the lion, member for Nannine, and soe
other members who have spoken, or who
may speak, on this subject. The question
now before US is-if it is considered
necessary to increase the grat to the
Government Schools, pure and simple,
should not the grant to the other class

of Government schools, namely the
Assisted schools, be increased in the same
proportion? I say that as a matter of
common fairness, common honesty, as a
matter of honour and fair play, if it is
necessary to increase the grant to one
class of schools it is equally so to increase
it to the other. So long as the existing
Act remnains on the statute 1)0ok of the
colony, which recognises the two classes
of schools as part of the educational
systemn of the colony, so long ought the
two classes of schools to be treated with
the same spirit of fairness by this Rouse.
That is an argument which cannot be con-
troverted. Coming back to the question
of the school boot introduced by the hon,
member for Niinuino, I Shall expect him,
either in the House or out of it, to prove
to me that the book he has read from
was taken from a scholar attending St.
Brigid's school, and that it is in use in
that school. I think it is only right and
proper that he should either do so, or
withdraw his statement. The b)ook wats
brought, hero by the lion, member with
the deliberate object of injuring the
Assisted schools-he knows it; lie brought
it here with no other object than to
endeavour to influence members to vote
against the proposed increase in the
grant to these schools, and with the
ulterior object of inducing them to with-
draw the grant; to these schools altogether.
He knows in his heart that was the
object he lad in bringing that little book
here, and in making the statement which
I challenge him to prove, that the book
is in use in one of these schools. I ain
very sorry indeed that any member of
this House should have thought fit to
adopt the course which the lion. member
has adopted, because I do not think it is a
fair one nor an homntable one. It shows
that the hion. member is inluenced by
feelings that at any rate do not mieflect too
much credit Upon him.

Mn. ILLINrWOliTH: Go easy, now; go
easy.

TILE COMMISSIONER OF CROWN
LANDS (Hon. W. E. blarmion): No
doubt hie is an old parliamentary hand,
but there are others besides him who
have had a little experience in that line,
and who also know how to say things

a without being rude and offensive-a, gift
which it would be a good thing if otter
members in this House tried to cultivate.
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They may accuse mxe of foibles or failings,
but never of being rude or offensive in
my conduct or my utterances in the
presence of members in this House.
Thlough I may speak warmly, it is not
from any ill temper, but simlply because
I feel warmly and strongly upon certain
points; and this is one of them. I think
the hon. member nude a muost deliberate
attack upon the Roman Catholic schools
of the colony, and, in order to injure
them, adopted a6 course which I way agai
does not reflect much credit npon hin;
and 1 shall expect from hint, as I before
stated, that he will be prepared to prove
his assertion, that the book hie readl from
in this House this evening was found
under the circtumstances which he stated.

Mit. JAMWES: I I understand the
existing legislation upon01 the subIjct, it is
perfectly clear that, the Assisted schools
have no right to teach religious instruc-
tion. during the hors that ought to be
devoted to secular instruction. Those
hours must be kept intact for secular
instruction only; but I understand from
what has fallen from the hon. member
for Perth (Mr. Raudvil) that, shortly
after this Education Act was passed,
these provisions, so abundantly clear,
were openly infringed by the Assisited
schools. That has not been questioned.
They were brought to 1bo0k for it, and
the practice was checked. But I also
understand that, somte two or three years
ago, these same. provisions, upon the
ful filmnent of which -alone they -were
entitled to their grant from. the State,
were being violated, and that they were
doing what they were not entitled to do.

Tun ComusstoNFn o? CRmOWN LkANuS
(Hon. W. E. Marmion): That is not a
fair statement.
* Ma. JAMES:- I am quoting a man,

who knows more about the matter than
t ay, mnad in this House-the hion. member
for Perth, who was also a mnember of the
Central Board at the time. lIt has not
been questioned that, shortly after the
Act was passed, these Assisted schools
were infringing the regutlations tinder
which thecy were receiving the grant;
and we have been told that a few years
ago these very books were still in use in
these schools. The lion. mnember for
Premnantle (Uir. Muunion) grew very
elotiuenut and very excite-d, and chutl-
lenged my hon. friend the member for

Nannine to prove that this book is in
use at present. Etit to prove that it is
in use at present Would not assist the
hon. member's argulmenit one atom. The
fact remnains that, notwithstandinig dlear
and emphatic; provisions that religious
instruction shall not 1)e given dTuring
the hours of secul-ar instruction, those
provisions have been openl 'y violated on
two occasiens-perhtps I ought to say
their violation has been deeted On two
occasions. 'That cannot be denied. The
hion. member for Nanuine has referred
to one (or two quotations from this school
book -,I want to refer to one more. It
is a book purporting to teachli geography,
but it is a peculiarity throughout the
whole book that in dealing with that
question it only refers to one pari'tular
religion, the Romian Catholic religion-
the inference obviously intenmded being
that those who believed in any other
religion were not worth mnentioning,
being either idolaters or, equally ais bad,
Protestants. This is what is said about
Christianity i England: " On the -arrival
"of the Barons in 449, paganism was
"restored, and continued to exist through-
out the islanud, with the exception of

"Wales and Cornwall, untl 596, when,
"by thou zeal anti labours of St. Augustine
aind his companions, the country was

"once more rescued fromj idolatry. Eujg-
"land from that period adhered firinly
to the Catholic religion till the sixteenth

"century, when, by the penal enactments
"of Henrly VIII. and sonic of his succes-
"sors, it was. suppressed and Protestan tism
estal i slid ini its stead."
THEm CommIssIONRRt OF CROWNq LAN 05

(Hon. W. E. Mannion): -in't that true ?
Mn. JAMES: If the hon. gentleman

knows anything at all about the claimis of
any Church outside his own, he knows
there are a number of people who do not
believe thalt what is there stated is true.
If the bon. gentleman knew anything
about the claims of the Church of
England, lie xvould have known that. At
any rate, the man who states that the
penal enractments of Hoary ViII., or of
aniy other inan, gave birth to Protestant-
ism, is talking titter rubbish. This book
is given to pupils during the time that
secular instruictionl alone is supposed to
he, giveni, and here we find a direct state-
Went, Which MiLnLflV Of 118 know is not true,
and which, to say the least of it, is
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repugnant to the belief of nullions of
the adherents of other Churches. Then
we conic to auother statement in the same
chapter: "1Catholics are now very nume-
rous, and are rapidly increasing. Mfany
distinguished persons have recently emi-
braced the faith." What has that to do
with the geography of a country ? This
is what we are paying for as secular
instruction. Will any member of this
Rouse get up ad say that is secular
instruction ? Does anyone mean to tell
me, when hooks of this character are
placed in the bands of pupils attending
schools that are receiving State aid upon
certain condLitions only, that those con-
ditions are not violated; or that those
who allow suh hookrs to be used do not
know that they are used in violation of
the principle of the Act under which they
are eiititled to receive State aidP That
is the position which the hon. member
for Nannine takes uop. Then we have a
few remarks about Ireland in this precious
geography hook. It says: "The Irish,
since their conversion, have been con-
spicuous for their devoted attachment to
their holy religion, from which not all the
horrors of sanguinary persecution, nor the
blandishments of lproselytism, have over
been able to separate the great lbody of
the people." That also is a, nice sort of
statement to ImakelC. Here wve have in this
one little book teaching of a miost offensive
kind, 'which is an outrage to the feelings
of the majority of the people of the
colony; and why should the State pay
for such teaching? It is idle to say
that we have an "army of inspectors"
- as a mnatter of fact we haven't -
but, if 'we are going to imaintain these
Assisted schools, of the character of the
teaching in which we are so suspicious
that it is necessary to keep an army of
inspectors to watch them, then I say it is
about time the system were abolished.
Why should the onus be thrown upon us
of having to maintain an army of inspec-
tors to see that those who claim to
receive assistance out of State funds
upon certain conditions are carrying out
those conditions? It is no answer to
say that the use of these books has now
been discontinued. The fact remains
that they have been used, in direct
violation of the regulations, and that on
two occasions when the use of thenm was
detected and exposed, they were only then

discontinued. Now it is proposed to
increase the grant to these schools,
to increase their power, to increase their
influence, and to increase their efficiency.
Whiat right has the bon. member for
Fremantle or anyone else to say that so
long as the present Act remains on the
statute book, these schools are entitled to
a proportionate increase with the grant
to the Government schools ? What right
has -any one to argue, because -under the
Act of 1871 the Government schools are
allowed a capitation giant of £3 l0s.,
and the Assisted schools a grant of £1
16s., that thierefore it was the deliberate
intention of the TLugislatiane always, to
continue to give the Assisted schools
half as inuch as the Government schools,
no matter what the amont of the grant
might be ? I do not see anything in the
Act itself to Justify that argument,
simply because crtaini figu~res are put in
the Act which happen to bear a relative
proportion to each other. It is absurd
to argue that, whatever may be the
special needs of the Government schuols,
we have no righIt to introduce any special
legislation to provide for those needs,
unless we also treat these other schools in
exactly the same way. One of the strongest
argumtents used by those who are in
favour of the Assisted school system is
that the educatiou they provide is efficient
and cheapi. If it is that, why should we
be asked to do more for them ? Our
trouLble all along hams been that our
Government schools aire not so efficient
as we want them to be, and that the
reason they are not so is because of the
existence side biy side with them of these
Assisted schools. Assuming the principle
of the Act to be a good one, and that the
Assisted schools could show as strong a
claim for further assistance as the Govern-
ment schools, well and good; but, if they
do that, they place themselves in this
peculiar position - they must abandon
their clim (which is the strongest arga-
mnt in their favour) on the score of
cheapness and efficiency. The Premier
lays much stress on the fact that this
Act has been in force over 20 years, and
he therefore asks us not to interfere with
it. I as k him to apply his own argu-
ment in the present instance. Why
does hie ask us to interfere. with it, by
bringing in this Bill P If we are to
honour it on accounit of its age, let us let
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it-remain as it is. The Act gives these
Assisted Schools a eapitation grant of £1
15s., but the Premier', who says we ought
not to interfere with the Act on account
of itfs age, wants to increase the granut to
£2 5s. He must be aware that the public
feeling in the colony is growing stronger
and stronger against the present system,
yet the Premier wants us not only to
continue the system, but to extend it.
Why should hie flout the opinions of
those who, though, perhaps, they may be
in a minority in this House, are still
entitled to have some consideration shown
for their feelings in this matter ?

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You have been in favour of the systenm
yourself.

MRa. JA-MES: Not of the existing
legislation. Even if I had, I do not
know that it would trouble meo much,
bemause the man who is afraid to change
his opinion is a. fool. If I have changed
my opinion, I have done so on grounds
which have justified themselves to mc,
I amn gla indeed to find myself on this
question side by side with all the liberal
thought of Australia, and side by side
with all the liberal thought of other
English-speaking communities. Wher-
ever this question has been fought, the
issue has, been all one way: these de-
niontinationail schools have been abolished .

THtE PR.EmiER (H-on. Sir J. Forrest):
Is it so in. England. P

Mu. JAMES: I believe what the hon.
niember for Perth said about England is
perfectly correct, that public. feeling is
increasing in favour of the iudcnoniina-
tional system, and that gradually these
schools are being wiped out by the Board
Schools. But it matters not to me what
they do in England.

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
Nothing muatters to you!I

MR. JAMrES: There are other comn-
inanities5 than England, where they arc
not so conservative in tlheir thonghts.
This is not the only question with regard
to which other and newer communities
hamve shown themselves more liberal and
inure advanced than the mother country.
Many intelligent Englishmen who come
to Australia pay a tribute of admuration
to the education systemi adopted in all
the other colonies but this. We also
know that in regard to the question. of
land transfer and other matters, England

has copied the legislation of Australia.
The legislation that may suit the con-
ditions of the muother country maxy not
suit the conditions of this colony. Apart
fromt the question of whether we should
continue our present system of education,
I ask the Premivr, is it fair, is it right-
even although we who are opposed to the
present systemi may be in a minority-is
it fair, or is it righit, to openly and
flagrantly flout our opinions, and to tell
us that not only shall the present system
be continued, but it shall be extended?
It he must wound our feelings, why
should lie also inisist upon ruabbing gait
into our wonds by pressing this Bill
upon usP I ask him not to do it.

MR. LEAKE: A mionth or so ago,
when this question was before the House,
I absta4ined front voting on it; neither
did I speak upon the resolution which
was thcn before the House. But here
we have a Bill to discuss, which, if it is
passed, will become the statute law of the
colony, and I cannot this evening give a
silent vote. It is my intention to supp)ort
the amendment of the hon. member for
Nanniuo, and I -will give my reason for
doing so.

THE PREMIERtt (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
In the face of your declaration upon the
liustings?

Mx. LEAKE:. Those declarations upon
the hustings a1.0 the very mnatters I am
about to refer to. Whelit I declared
mnyself upon the hustings I said I wats in
favour of leaving the present system of
education alone. I say so now. That is
mny opinion still. I also said I was, in
favour of improving the position of the
teachero in the Government schools. Am
I the~n inconsistent when I rise in my
place this evening and tell members that
I intend to support this. amendment,
because I consider the Hill before us
proposes a material alteration in the
present law ? It is because it makes an
alteration ina the present law that I shall
vote against it.

TUE PREmMI (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It does not. alter the systemn.

MRt. IiEAKE: My ninid is not miade
up, even at the present minnent, with
rega~rd to this question of Assisted and
Government Schools. I should he pre-
pared even now to consider- -I amn open
to conviction on the point whet her it is
best in the interests of the country that
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all our schools should be subsidised by
the State. But this question has really
never been fully argued. I listened with
attention to the debate that took place in
this House last month, and I have
listened with initerest to the remarks
made this evening; and nothing that I
have so far heard has compelled me to
alter [lie opinion which I expressed on
the hustings, in favour of leaving the
present system alone.

THE PREMIElR (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You know that was what returned you.

MR. TJEAKE :Don't interrupt me,
pray. It will do you no good; you won't
put me off. Bitt in dealing with this
question of assistance to schools, I think
it just as well, if we admit the principle
of assistance, that we should be carefuli
lest that principle of assistance gradually
developes into a priniciplc of maintenance.
If we allow that, we are altering the
principle which the present law affirms.
One of my chief objections to the clause
now before us is this: that it is an
attempt by the Government to commit
this House, by a side wind I may say, to
a particular policy of education which
has not been properly before the country.
Nobody can say that this question of
education, complicated, difficult, contro-
versial as it is, was ever properly before
the constituencies at the general election.
It is true that in the three metropolitan
constituencies a great deal was made of
it, but it was not threshed out in the
country; nor wvas it niade a part and
parcel of the Government policy. When
we find the Government bringing in such
an important alteration of the law as this
is, we are surely entitled to ask ourselves
this question: why were we not informed,
prior to the election, that it was the
intention of the Government to alter
the Education Act in the manner it is
now Iproposed? Why did not the Govern-
ment face the question boldly, and
declare this to he part and parcel of the
Government policyP

THE PREatiER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You would have supported us, if we
had.

MR. LEAKE: I amt not supporting
you now.

THE PREMIuER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
No; you have got in now.

ME. LEAKE: I ask, why did not the
Government, before the general election,

announce their intention of altering the
Education Act in the manner it is now
proposed to alter it, and make the
question a part and parcel of their policyP
I think the reason was this: I believe it
is an open secret that there is a division
in the Cabinet on this very point.

THE PREMI1ER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Where is itP

MR. LEAKE: The Premier asks
"Where is it? "-as if lie did not know

as well as everybody else.
THE PREMriER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):

I deny it, absolutely.
MR. LEAKE: What about, the

Colonial Secretary?
THE PREMI1ER (Hfon. Sir J. Forrest):

Here is his minute.
MR. LEAKE: That is simply a inims-

terial minute, and you know it. Let us
first affirmn the principle upon which our
system of education must be based; but,
let that principle be affirmed after a
proper appeal to the country. I must
deprecate this attemplt on behalf of the
Government to affirmn a princip~le because
they happen at the moment to be in
commnand of an overwhelming majority.
It is not statesmanship, and it is not
politics. If the country is appealed to on
the subject, and it emiphatically affirmis
the princijple of education which it desires
to see carried out, then every member in
this House can support it, and should
support it loyally. Bat, on the present
occasion, I do not see why we should go
out of our way to make an attack upon
either the Assisted schools or the Govern-
ment schools. The hon. member for
Fremantle-perhaps I ought to give him
his full official title , the Commissioner of
Crown finds-advauced an argument
which impressed me for the moment, that
so long as (he existing Act says that the
Government schools shallreceive a certain
annount, and the Assisted schools a propor-
tionate amount, we ought to affirm the
proposition now before the House. I am
prepared to go with him to this extent,
where two sums of money are mentioned
in at statute that must necessarily bear a
certain relative proportion to one another.
That is right enough; but when you
come to look at the statute which he
refers to, we find that the grant to Govern-
ment schools is* entirely and distinctly
separate from that to the Assisted
schools.
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Tnz PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
One is just one-half the other, and always
has been.

M1n. IjEAKIE: That is an accidental
circumtauce.

THE: PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
It Iias been altered once or twice, and it
has always maintained the same propor-
tion.

AIR. JLE AXE: You cannot show me
any enactment or provision in this statute
which shows that thle grant to the Assisted
schools must, under all circumstances,
bear at relative proportion to the gran tt to
the Government Schools. Nor is there
any reason why it should be so. I always.
understood that all the Assisted schools
asked for was to be left alone in the
enjo 'ymient of what they are now receiving.
1 never, uintil I came into this House as
a Member, understood that the Assisted
schools were crying out for an increased
grant. If I ami wrong, let any member
correct inc.

Tau PREMiaER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
There has been a general cry that the
grants arc too low.

'Ani. ILEAXE: It has never been a
matter 'of controversy, at any rate; and
why should we now have this matter
attempted to be thrown at iis? Leave the
Assisted schools alone. They were quite
content with their position before this
session commenced. Why not let sleeping
dogs lie Y I have heard remarks this
evening which, if carried a little further,
might have raised a considerable storm.
I know how easy it is to stir tip ill feeling
by a stray rcmark on a dangerous subject
of this nature. I should be sorry to
think that we should be plne into a
religious discussion, pure and simple, in
this Hfouse, because such a thing could
not possibly occur without raising a good
deal of heart-burning, and without a, good
deal of ill, blood being stirred up. I am
therefore desirous of endeavouring to take
a broadver view of the subject, and not to
enter upon the dangerous limits of reli-
gions controversy; and I hope that other
members who discuss the subject will
endeavour to do the same thing. But I
cannot help remarkingr this: it really
seems to me that the worst friends of the
Assisted schools in this House are those
who so zealously, and sometimes intemi-
perately, support the system. It is

pity that this question is not looked

upon from a political, and not from a
religious, point of view. This reference
to dogmatic teaching and to particular
books is, I think, 0beside the ques-
tion. So far as I am concerned, I do
not care whether a, man is a. Roman
Catholic, a. Church of England man, a
Mfahomedan, or a Buddhist. He is good
enough for me if he is clean and honest.
That is all I ask for. I do not think we
need trouble ourselves in this House about
at man's religious views. I do not suppose
there are six men in this House who are at
one upon questions of that kind; and, once
we allow that element to he introduced,
we are trenching upon dangerous ground.
I desire to be true, ou this question,
to. my electioneering utterances. The
Premier may laugh; but he cannot show
that I amn not true to them. I declare
again, what I said in Albany was that I
ami against any alteration of the present
educational system.

Tun PRtEMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
In the way of doing away with it, you
meant.

MR. LEAKE: My des~ire is to see the
system continue, and, for that reason, I
intend to support this amendnment, which
leaves, the Assisted schools exactly in the
same position as they arc now in. I did
not vote on this question the other night,
because the resolution then brought
forward was merely anabstract resolution,
upon an abstract principle, and I ref rained
from voting purposely. But, when Ifind
a. false stroke of policy attempted by the
Government, because they think they
have a big majority at their back, it is
not statesmanship, and I certainly shall1
set my face against the encouragement of
tactics like that. If every mnember is a4
true to his pledges as I am-if members
opposite were as true to their pledges as
I am they would rather leave this
question alone, and not seek to meddle
with it. That is what I desire to do, and
that is why I inn going to vote for the
amendmnent.

Mx. RICHARDSON: I do not in-
tend to say much on this subject; it is
one that has been threshed out on several
occasions. I desire to look at it from a
common sense point of view, a plain and
simple point of view. I caunot help
thinking that the relation between the
State and these Assisted schools is some-
thing in the nature of a contract, under
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which the State agrees to pay them a
subsidy of Y,1 l5s. per head on condition
that they comply witht certaiin conditions
and stipulations. While tuat agreemnent
lasts-and it is only a tentative or con-
ditional agreemient, durable only so long
as Parliament considers it ought to last-
it ought to be adhrered to by both the
contractuing parties; and I cannot for the
life of me find anything in this contract
which gives these schools the right to
expect that the amnount payable to thoem
by the State, under its contract with
them, shall be increased upon any sort
of condi tions or under any circum stances.
Becauase the State. in its -wisdomn, con-
siders. it desirable to increase the effi-
ciency of its own schools, I do not se
why anybody, on that ground, should
comle Forward and say that it has a right
also to increase the efficiency of other
schools, or to give these other schools a
larger amount of assistance than it
agreed to do under its contract with them,
simply because times are a little more
flourishing. To my mind it is something
as if a man in possso of £500 a
year agreed to grant a friend ani allow-
ance of so much a, year out of it, were
suddenly to find himself in possession
of an income of £1,000 a year; and his
friend on that akcolumt wcre to claim a
double allowance from hini. I maintain
that. this grant to the Assisted Schools
is in the nature of a gratuity to a cer-
tain section of the community because
they cannot, on ednecientious grounds.
partake of our State system of education.
But there is nothing in the contract to
justify the State in increasing the gra-
tuity; and, for that simple reason, I ani
opposed to this proposed increase. There
is anothier important reason why we
should not increase this grant; it cannot
be denied that there is a feeling abroad,
tmunogst the electors of the country, that
there should not be two systemsr of edu-
cation growing up side by side. I do not
see how the State can consistently sup port
any sysemn of education other than the
secular system, and], for my part, I should
wish to see it free; I think it would be
better if it were so. I maintain that once
we get into the troublous seas of religious
differences it will take a very clever pilot
indeed to steer the ship of State safely
through the shoals and reefs that crop
up in most unexpected places; and my

counsel to the State pilot is to give up
the idea of attempting the job, and to
keep his vessel rn safe anid clear water
as long ais he can. We k-now that this
q~titon will have to be dealt with in the
near future, tafd that the present systemu
will hew swept away, and, if we agree to
this pruposal to strengthen its hold upon
the Statoe, we shall mnake the task of
sweeping it away all the inure difficult
wihen] the clay fur doing so arr-ives, as it
miteL arrive sooner or later. We shall
be siminply trimmining up a rod for our ow n
backs by increasing this grant. I think
it is rather unfortunate that the Govern-
muent should seek to make what is already
recognised as a difficult question to deal
with at still more difficult one. I should
have thought that true political wisdom
would have said, " This is tender and dan-
gerous ground we are treading upon, and
tire best thing we can do is not to stintb tip,
but endeavour to getA out of it, instead of
plunging deeper into the mire.' I think
that will be the effect of this Bill if it is
carried-it will simply plunge us still
deeper into this troubled and muddy
stfeain. Instead of bringing us nearer
into clear water, we are simply directing
the ship's head far-ther and further into
the shallows and quicksands. For these
reasons, I amt sorry I c-uuuot support the
clans' now before ine.

TanE PREM IER (Hon. S irSJ. Forrest):
I do not wis~h to inflict mnany miore words
upon the House, but I shold like to
muake one or two remarks before the
debate closes, and especially with re-
ference to some observations that fell
fromu the hon. inber for Albany, in
which he seemed, first of all, to charge
the Government with keeping this Bill in
the backigrounid before the general elec-
tions; and ho went on to tell the House
that there is a division in the Cabinet on
the question. With i-egardl to not mnen-
tioning the subject at the general elec-
tion, I can give a very good reason fur
that: I was not aware myself that it was
mn contemplation. It Was only a short
time ugo-sumne six weeks ago-that it
was brought under my notice by the
Minister of Education himself, who had
been in correspondence, or had couversa-
tion on the subject, with the managers of
the Assisted schools, and the result was9
that the Government then, and not until
then, undertook to introduce this measure,
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dealing with both the Government and
the Assisted schools, in order to meet
the views and wishes of our colleague,
thle Minister of Education. That is the
absolute truth in regard to the matter.
Therefore, the hon. member's statement,
that I kept it back at the general election.
for some deep purpose or other, is alto-
gether unfounded. As I said before, I
was not aware, at the timne of the elec-
tions, that thle m1.easure was in conteniphi-
tion. I think that disposes of that mat-
ter. With regard to the allegation that
there is a division in the Ministry, the bion.
mnember insinuated that the Colonial
Secretary held different views on this
question fromn the other mlembers. of the
Government. All I can say is that the
action of the Govern ment to-nighit is
based upon the recomimendations of the
Colonial Secretary, as Minister of Educa-
tion. I must say I have listenedl with
attention to the moderate views expressed
this evening by the bon. member for the
De Grey, although I do not agree with
him that; it will be more difficult to sweep
away this system, shouild it ever become
necessary to do so, because we act to-
wvards these schools in a fair spirit now.
Still I think his views are moderate, and
reasonable, and sensible, with regard to
this question, in many ways. Hie told us
it was a troublesonie question, and I
aigree with him in. that. It has been a
troublesome one, I may say, ever since
we have had Responsible Governmient,
and it will cant inue to be so, so long as
there are seats to be contested and votes
to be won at our parliamentary elections.
We may depend upon that. W e m ay
depend upon it that those who have
interests to serve will use their influence
at general elections to have those interests
preserved, whether the question at issue
be the education question or any other
question;i and we shall find plenty of
candidates willing to try to get votes
fromn persons who are interested in miain-
taining the present system, or any other
system upon which strong views are
entertained and people1 are likely to pull
together. I know the lion. mnember for
Albiany was very anxious and very glad
to get the votes of that section of the
community who are chiefly interested in
maintaining the present system, and the
lion. member only got in by one after
all.

MR. LzARZ: You are only sorry bi
got iii at all.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
I don't care a straw; though I think
would have been just as wefl if the hot
mnember had been left out. But
remember seeing him just before th
election in companky with a friend c
my own, who is the priest in chiar
of Albany, and the bon. member w
showing great attentiou to him, anl
they were evidently on very friendi
terms, and I have: no doubt the hoi
mnember did all lio could to secure th
votes of that section of the eomnnunitj
The hon. member says he is in favour t
upholding the present systemn, yet, whe
that system was in jeopardy the otht
evening, the lion. membcr absented hini
self from the division. That dToes nc
seemR as if- he was ver y anxious to see th
present system retained. Although
the House at the time, he stepped oy
into the refreshmnt room when tm
division was taken, and was afraid or di
not think it wise to give his vote in suI
port of the systeu. which hie had pledge
himself to support when on the busting
However, I am not surprised at hin
His career in this House has been
career of broken pledges giveu on ai
hustings. We remember his action
regard to the Bridgetown railway, an
-We remIeniher his action the other cvream
with regard to the education questior
and if he goes on a little longer in t]:
same path, he will find that when he go(
on the liUstings again his election speeelu
will be takenl with a grain of salt. It
said by those who are opposed to ti
present system that the taxpayers have I
keep up two classes of schools, but v
in ust not forget that those who na
assisted in this way are also taxpayer
I am not prepared to go into thabt qiiestit
deeply, still it does seema to met that
those who avail themselves of the Assistc
school system did not receive any part
the educational grant, to which tht
contribute as tax payers, they also nui
say that they are called upon to suj
prt at systemn from which they were n4
able to derive any benlefit. I wish1
take a broad and liberal view of tIL
question. I am just as eager at
anxious as anyone that all our childnt
should go to the same schools; I ShmOU]
be delighted indeed if Ipeolple welit 1
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the same school and to the same church.
But we know they won't do it. They
certainly will not go Lo the same church.
I wonder the hon. mnember for Perth, wvho
is so anxious that all children should
attend the same school, does not also
wish to see everyone attending the same
church. A~s I have said before, I think
these little differences give rise to a spirit
of emulation and competition (if I may
say so) between one religious denoina-
tion and another. I think if we only had
one Church it would not be half as active
and as flourishing as the various denoini-
nations now are with half-a-dozen differ-
ent churches. It must be remembered
that the present sy stein has been in force
for a great many years. We did. not in-
vent it; it was imported here, so to speak,
from thle mother country. It is based on
the English Act, which has been in exist-
ence so long; and, until recently, there
has been very little said against it. I am.
inclined to think this new-born opposition
to the system is very -much due to two
causes: firstly, the advent from the
other colonies of persons who have been
opposed to the same system there; and,
secondly, to the introduction of party
government. When you go on the hust-
ings you must have two parties, having
different views. It is of no use every-
body being of the same opinion. The
electors would 'not know what to do, if
every candidate for their suiffrages were
in favour of the same policy. This educa-
tion question is a very good electioneer-
ing cry, no doubt. The lion, member for
East Perth, we know, went to the
poll as an opponent of the present
system. The bon. member for West
Perth, too, asmed the samne rile. I
do not say anything against them. It
is Only natural. It is thle way of the
world. That is the way elections are
caxred on, If you want to oppose a
man, you must oppose something he is
supporting; and I think there has been
a good deal of that feehig introduced
into this education question. It is the
samie everywhere, under party govern-
ment. Men for whom we entertain the
highest personal regard surprise us by
their t-vistiugs and their turnings when
they want to get into Padliarneut. They
change their views very quickly. I know
it is the sa-me in other countries, and that
we are not different in this respect from

other parts of the world. But I think
that, in considering the question before
us this evening, we way leave alone the
question of our Education Act. That is
in existence, and no one is trying at
present to do away with it. The only
question now is, whethier, as we are in-
creasing the capitation grant. for thle
Government schools, we should not at
the same timne increase the grant for
the Assisted schools? Ever since 1871,
the relative proportion between the two
grants has been maintained. In the Act
of 1871 the respective grants were £2
10s. for the Government schools, and £1
Ss. for the Assisted schools. In the Act
of 1877 the former was increased to £83
10s., and at thle same time the grant to
the Assisted schools was proportionately
increased to £1 159. Now it is proposed
to make the grant to the Government
schools £4 l~s., and at the same time to
increase the grant to the Assisted Schools
to £22 5s., thus maintaining the same
proportion as has been maintained all
through. I do not think anyone can say
that we are acting too generously in this
matter. If it is necessary to increase the
grant to the Government schools to £4
10s., surely to goodness £22 5s. is not too
much to allow to the Assisted SchoolsP
It is unfortunate that only one denominia-
tion takes advantage of this grant. If the
Church of England, and the Wesleyns,
and the Congregationalists availed them-
selves of this system, we would not have
so much complaint about it. The main
ca&use of complaint with mnany people is
that only one particular denomination is
taking advantage of it. It is said they
have means and organisationis that others
have not. They have men and womten
who devote themselves to the education
of the young, and who do -not require to
hie paid for their work. No doubt that is
true, but I do not see hlow you canl bring
that tip against them. That seems to me
more to their credit than otherwise. Let
others do thle same. Let other good men
and women devote their lives to the good

work of educating the young. But that
has been urged against this lpalticular
section of the community, and it is urged
as an argument against our educational
system. I say it is to the eternal credit
of these people that they do devote them-
selves to such good works. These are
some of the reasons why I have supported
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the Assisted school system. In the first
place, I found the system here; it was
grafted onl the educational system of the
country twenty-three years ago, and it
has been in existence ever since. I do
not believe in lightly sweeping away old
established institutions that have stood
the test of years, and which have acquired
certin vested iuterests that must be
respected. In the second place, the reason
I suppo~rt the present systemn is this:
although I have often said in public that
I should prefer, personally, that everyone
should go to the same school, still I am
abware, from my experience here) and else-
where, that Roman, Catholic children will
not go to the State schools. It may be
said "let themn stop away." I do not
think that is a sound argument. This
section of the community -are taxpayers
like other sections of the community.
They contribute to the revenue, and
assist in promoting the welfare and the
progress of the country as well as other
people do; and, if they have conscientious
scruples against their children attending
the State Schools8, I think their scruples
are entitled to our respect. We k-now it
is so in the other colonies; we know they
will not avail themselves of the State
school systemi of education, while at the
same time they Lwiir tleir fair share of
thle taxation which goes to suport those
State Schools.

Mn. ErcHARDsow: A great miany
Roman Catholics go to the State schools
in the other colonies.

Ma. IiA~ENGwonTHr- Two-thirds of the
Catholic chtildren in Victoria do so.

TuFE PREMIE I (Hon. Sir 5. Forrest):
That is where they have no schools of
their own. It is not so in Sydney, at
any rate; and we know it is not so in
this colonyr. After all, the Protestant
sections of the community are in a large
majority. It is in their power, if they
like, to say to the -Roman Catholics:
"1We will give yon no miore assistance. to
your schools ; if you want your children
educated, you can send themn to our
schoos; we are in the majority, and we
will therefore force you." I say it is
competent for ns to say that, and it is
competent for us to do so. But it is not
statesmanship. If we are strong, we
should also hie generous; and, for my
part, rather than I would foster amiong
any section of the coninunity a feeling

that they are treated ungenerously anad
unfairly, simply because they are ink a
minority, I would prefer to see the present
education systemi continue in force, as
it has been in force, both here and in
England, for ninny years past. It hias
worked well here for the last quarter ol
a centur-y. It nmy be improved ; I
believe it can be improved, and that the
Conditions may be mnade stricter in regard
to the observance of the law. But I
believe thle system is Capable Of working
well, and of giving general Satisfaction,
not only to those w ho are chiiefly interested
in it, hbut to the people of the colony al
large.

Ma. WOO]): Thle introduction of this
Bill has conme upon nie with a great
amnount of surprise. I may say it ins
caused inc a great deal of pain, too,
to think that the Government should
attempt to bring in a% measure of this
sort, by at little side wind, to increase the
vote to the Assisted schools. I feel sure
that some undue ipressusre has been
brought to hear 111)01 thienm from out-
side, and that the generous inilse
which prompts the Premier to meet tlit
wishes of anly section of thle community
has induced himn in this case to bring in
the present Bill. I maty point o-ut te
uieuibeis who voted with the Glovern.
inenit On the last occasion when a dis-
cussion took place in the House on the
subject of these Assisted schools, that
the reasons wh~cli induced them on that
oc-casionl to vote with thle Government do
not exist on the present occasion. becausec
thle nmotion onl that Occasion was that the
principle of Sta-te alid to these schools
should not be further extended ; whereas
to-nighit we have a Bill which positively
increases the contribution of the Statt
towards the SL~lport of these schools,
which is a verr different, thing. I amn
quite in favour of treating the Assisted
schools in the mnost fair and evenl
generous mnanner, but I cannot see why
we should be asked to go to the extent
which this Bill propuoses to go iii that
direction. It is going too far altogethier,
and I warn the Goveranent and tlios.
who are supporting this Bill to-niit,
that they are going the right way tc
have these Assisted schools wipked ofi
the board altogether, without any com-.
punction or compensation. I can tell
them this : that if they press this Bill
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upon the House and the country, increas-
ing the subsidy already given to these
schools, the cry at the next general
election will he to wipe them off, without
any consideration at all. It is hound to
come, sooner or later, and all1 can say is
this: those who support this clause
to-night will have reason to regret it
hereafter. There is nothming in the Act
entitling these schools to receive an extra
grant because the State schools get it.
There is no contract or agreement what-
ever to give them a proportionate allow-
ance. The present grant is simply given
as a matter of grace; it has to be -voted
year by year by Parliament, and there is
nothing that I can see to support the
contention that if Parliament wishes to
increase the grant to the State schools it
must at the same time increase the grant
to the Roman Catholic schools. I am
going to vote against the clause with my
strongest efforts, because I consider that
were I to support it or to coon tenance it in
any way. I should be violating the pledge
which I gave to mny constituents at the
late election, and disappointing those
people who would not otherwise have
done me the honour of putting me here.

MR. SOLOMON: It appears to me
that we have to consider three questions
in deaJing with this question : (i)
Whether these Assisted schools provide
an efficient system of education for those
who attend them, and is the training
which they give the rising generation
such as is calculated to make them as
good citizens as if they attended the
State schools Of the Colony ; (2) whether
the system is a saving or a burden to the
State; and (3) whether what we are
asked to do for them in this Bill possesses
an element of justice in it? We know
that these schools receive no assistance
fromt the State towards the erection of
their school buildings, and in that
respect they are certainly a saving to the
State. Those who carry on these schools
have gone to a very considerable expense
in providing their own school buildings,
and, as taxpayers, they have also to
contribute their share towards the cost
of building and supporting the State
schools. That being so, I think we have
a right to consider whether it is not
justifiable on our part to assist them as
much as we can in the :matter of edlucat-
ing their children, so long as they fulfil

the conditions which the law imposes
upon then'. It is said that certaini books
have been introdiuced into these schools
which ought not to be in use in them;
but I anm inclined to think that a little
too much has been atteimpted to be made
of this matter. From. what I can miake
out, these books were introduced by the
Christian Brothers, and some correspond-
ence on the subject took place between
the Roman Catholic Bishop and the
Minister of Education;- so that we find
the books were not introduced surrep)-
titiously. Thielmtiter watsl.rought ol)enly
before the Minister of Education before
any attempt was made to use them. We
also know that the Government decided
that they should not he used, or, that if
they were used, the rant to the Christian
Brothers' school would 1)0 discontinued.
That, I understand, is how the mnatter
stands. It seems to nie that as we have
hitherto allowed these schools one-half
the amount we allow the State schools,
if we are going to increase the grant
of the State schools, we ought also to
increase the granit of the As9sisted schools
in the same proportion. It seemnsto incwe
should either do that, or do away with
the presenit system altogether. I do not
see how we can fairly refuse to give themn
this increase, on the same principle as
we are asked to increase tme grant to
the other schools of the colony. It is
admitted that these Assisted schools are
doing equally good work as thu State
schiools, and at half the cost, so far as
the State is concerned. I therefore think
we may fairly agree to give them this
small extra Capitation grant.

MR. R. F. SllOLij: I think this is
about the most npleamuit subject this
House has to deal with. Session after
session it crops up for discussion. We
had a fair dose of it last session, hut the
Government on this occasion have gone
one better than they ever did before.
They' are not satisfied to allow things to
remain as they are; and the more these
schools get the more they want. The
Government, in their wisdom, say they
want to increase the efficiency of the
state schools, and to that end they
propose to increase the grant to those
schools. In their wisdoni, or through
sonic pressure brought to hear upon them,
they also say they must at the same time
increase the grant to the Assisted schools,
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and in the same way increase the effi-
ciency of those schools. Hitherto one of
the great argumients put forward in
sup~port of these Assisted schools has
been their great efficiency, owing to thre
fact that they have a hotter systemn of
Organisation, in having teachers who give
their ser-vices free, having devoted their
lives to this work, andi that in consequence
of th is they are not put to the samte
expense as the Government schools are.
I agree that our- State schools ought to
Ibe made effhcient at any cost, hut I am
strongl opposed to assisting other schools
to compete with them. I think the
Governmnent have acted very unwisely in
this niatter, when they know that the
feeling of the country is against the prin-
ciple of Assisted schools, and in favour of
purely National schools. I think the
managers of these Assisted schools would
have been quite satisfied to remain as
they are, and put up with the grant they
are now getting, But, no; the Govern-
monet are not satisfied to let well alone,
and they say " If we increase the grant
to our own schools, we miust also increase
the grant to the Assisted schools." I
say there is no reason whatever why ire
should do so, and I1 certainly caninot
support it. We know there has been a
political organisation established in con-
nection with the paitien Inai Church which
benefits by the present system, which is
intended to protect their own particutlar
interests; and we mlay rely uponl it that
there will b-v a. counter organisation
formied in opposition to it. I cannot
help thinking, myself, it would he, wise
on the partL of those who are thle sup-
porters of these Assisted schools to let
sleeping dogs lie. They may depend
upon it that, if this incewased grant to
those schools is carried to-night, the next
election wvill be fought on this question.
and the result will he that the particular
denomnination concerneud will have very
few mnembers returned to this House.
The feeling against these schools. will be
so strong that oven the lion. mnember for
South Fre-m-autlo will have to. turn a
complete somersault if he wants to be
returned to this House agaiu. I ventuire
to say there will not be a single Assisted
school mnember returned for Freinantle at
the next election, if the elections are- to be
fought on this question. That is my
opinion. The consequence of i-easinig

this grant will be that the whole country
will turn against the preent system, and
the supporters of it will find at diffic;ulty
in returning a member to this Houise. In
their own interest, therefore, they had
better let this question alone, and let the
grant remlain as it is.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
I do not know what the feecling of the
House is as to reporting progress, but I
have received some telegrams fromt country
memibers asking that this debate 1)e ad-
journed until Thursday,

Mu., R. F. SHaLL:- Because you haven't
got a majority now.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
I dotift know about that. I amn not doing
it for that reason. I have telegrams in
mly pockets fromt members who are absenlt.
asking mne to try to have the debate ad.
journed. I do not think we would lose
anything by adjourning it until Thurs-
day. I do not care, myself, whether this
queCstion is settled to-nighit, or to-miorrow
night, or the night after. I amt quite
prepared to go to a division if the House
wishes it. But having received these
telegrams, I move that progress be now
reported, and leave given to sit again.

Question put-That progress be re-
poited-and a division called for, when
the nmtnbers were-

Ayes
Noes

-... 10

Majority against ... 1

ArrS.
Mr' Burt
Mir. Conner0
Sir Leliti Forrest
Mr. A. Forrest
Mr. Marinion
Mr. Man
Mr. Beanie
Dir. Soloo'oim
Mr. Vein
Mr. Paterson (Teller).

Nors.
Mr. Harper
Mr. ilooloy
Mr. llligwortm
Mr. fainies
Mrt,. Lonic
Mr. Piisua
Mr. R. V. Shl
Mr. ii. WV. Shall
Mr. Wood
Mr. Mandell (Telcr).

Question thus ne~gatived.
Mit. MORAN: Not very long ago thhE

chiamber resounded wvith the eloquence ol
members, when this same question wvas
fought out in a fair and 11mnly Spirit, Of
1)0ti sides of the House; but to-night w(
find a different feeling prevailing It i!
usual onl such Occasions, when questioni
of vita~l impoitanee are in the balance
for a spirit of fair play to be shown oi
each side, and no undue advantagre to I-
taken of an opponent. But I ain yen
sorry to-night to see~ that sonic inenihen.

1424 Rducation Act Amendment Biff



Eduatin At [3 Nv.,189.] Amendment Bill. 1425

of this House are anxious to snatch a
surprise victory, in the absence of 111cm-
hers oil this side of the Bouse. Of course
it is not for inc to dictte to the House, but
I should have thought that a. sense of fair
play would have influoeed mnemlbers to
have consented to report p)rogress ait this
stage. It has been said that; the country
is opposed to the continuance of the
lpresent system of education. We, on our
side, say it is no such thing, and we ask
for a fair chanice to prove our words-
that is, if this Assembly is a fair reflex of
the feeling of the country. We have
a ,siked for two days' grace to enable us to
do so, and it would only have been fair
and manly to have given us that chance.
As they won't, I intend to traverse the
whole of the statements that have been
pnt forward by those who have spoken
against this clause, and, if necessary, I
will go over the whole ground again,
from alpha to omega. First of all we
have the hon. member for West Perth,
whose brilliant style of oratory is too
overpowvering altogether; his syllogistic
arguments and logical conclusions
are too much for ine entirely, so I will
leave 1dm severely alone. Then I conic to
another bon. member, who is never tired
of boasti ng of hisparliamen tary experience
in another colony, and who is very fond
of posing as an old parliamentary hiand,
and as a typical Victorian. I deny that
he is a typical Victorian, and, from all I
have heard, his political influence in that
colony was limited to his own noble self.
I have that on very good authority. It
was really amusing to see him advance
under that chandelier, flourishing a dirty
little boo], in his hand-as dirty as his
own -arguments. What he readi from
that b)o0k wvere absolute facts; and, when
lie was asked by the Commissioner of
Lands if the book wvas not a Christian
Brothers' book, hie said " no " most
distinctly. I challenge him to produce
that boo0k and show inc the cover of it; if
lie does, I will soon show him that it is
one of the Christian Brothers' books, sand
those books are not in use in St. Brigid's
school at all. I suppose these are some of
his tactics as aii old parliamentary hand.
If they are, they reflect no credfit upon
him, when hie makes unfounded accusa-
tions against a school conducted by the
devoted ladies who are in charge of St.
Brigid's. I am sony to think that any

mian) who is sent here to represent a
chivalrous community of miners should
be so mean as to attack a school conducted
by laieis, ad falsely charge them with
using forbidden books and with violating
thle statute. The hion. mlember has been'
challenged to prove his assertions, but hie
has not done so.

MR. ILLINOWORTH: Plenty of time for
that.

MR. MORAN: He knows very well lie
Cannot Prove them. I have no hiesitation
in elhar-acterising them as untrue. He
was bold enough to niake a false accusa-
tion against innocent ladies, and not man
enough to prove his accusation. These
are the tactics of the old parliamentary
hand from Victoria. I used to attach
some weight to his experience as a unein-
her of the Victorian Legislature, but the
other day I happened to meet a member
of the Upper House in Victoria, the HOn.
Mr. Gore-I do not care to mention these
things, but when I am put upon miy
inctal in defence of innocent ladies, I aml
prepared to go to any leugth-and Air.
Gore told me that the lion. member (Mr.
Illingworth) was once a member of the

*Legislature in that colony, but that he
never got a, seconder for any proposi-
tion he brought forward. So much for
his parliamentary reputation elsewhere.
flow the lion. miembler camne into posses-
sion of that dirty little book which lie
held aloft, under the chandelier, I cannot

Isay. Perhaps lie gave sixpence to some
little boy in the street to get it for hill,?

Prbbythere may be brothers and
sisters in a family, the boys going to the
Christian Brothers' school, and the girls

1 going to St. Brigid's school, and the book
Iin qnestion belongs to one of the boys,
and the lion, mentor parades it hero as
a book which is in use in St. Brigid's.

IWe know very well this is one of the
Christian Brothers' books. The Christian
Brothers would not sacrifice one of the
canons of their order, even if they lost
the Government great, and the pro-
bability is that this; little book which the
lion, member for Namie has made such
a fuss about has come into his possession
surreptitiously. I hope he wiul tell us
]how hie did come possessed of it. No
doubt he had to resort to some bit of
underhand inanceuvring, worthy of his

reputation as an old *parliameutary hand.Theonl falthe could find with the

Fducafinn Art [13 Nov., 1894.]



1426 Education Act [ASM Y.Aen etBil

book was not with what it stated-which
ar historical facts-but wvith what it
left out. The same argument may be
used by Catholics against the books iu
use in the State schools. One of the

arments used aLgainst the Assisted
schools is that they interfere with the
attendance in the State schools, and
therefore injure those schools. How can
that be, when wve know that the accomnmo-
dation in these State schools is at present
inadequate? If the Assisted schools
were closed to-miorrow, where would
the children attending them find acconi-
modation in these State schools, which
are already overcrowded? If the Assisted
school system had not been in operation
in this colony, the Govermuient wodd
have had to spend Z50,000 more than
they had done in providing school build-
ings alone. That was what it had cost
one denomination which took advanatage
of the Assisted school system. That
£560,000, at 4 per cent., represented
£22,000, which was the amiount of the
grant given to these schools ait present.
[At th~is stage the hon. member called
attention to thle fact that a quorum was
not present, and the bells having been
rung, a quorum was formed.] The holl.
menmber said hie had been looking over
Han eard for some years back to see if it
had not been the intention of the Leg-is-
lature that the grant to the Assisted
schools should always bear the relative
lproportion of one-half the grant to the
Government schools; and he found it
was tacitly understood that it should be so,
though, perhaps, not expressly so stated.
The lion. member then proceeded to read
some extracts from the Act of 1871,
when-

Mn. RA.NDETJL rose to a point of
order. Was the hon. member speaking
to the question before the House?

THE CHAIRMAN: I have given him
some latitude, but I do not intend to give
him much more.

Mu. MORAN: Amn I not discussing
the Assisted schools?

THE CHAIRMAN: The question is
whether tme words proposed to be struc-k
out are to form part of thme question or
not. The bon. member must confine
himself to thle question.

ME. MORAN: I think the question
is whether or not we should continue thle
assistance to Assisted schools.

MR. RANDIELL: Whether we should
increase it.

MR. MORAN continued to speak
against time, and, after about five minutes
had elapsed-

MR. CONNOR asked if there was a
quorum?

THE CHAIRMAN said he had called
attention to the want of a quorum only
a few minutes ago, and hie thought it
savoured of obstruction to call for a
quorlum again.

MR. CONNOR: Well, I must ask you is
there a quorumP

A pause ensued, after which the hon.
member for Yilgarn resumed his remarks.
A couple of minutes later,

MR. CONNOR again asked if there was
a quorumn present?

THE CHAIRMAN said he had already
replied that he had called for a quorum
a few minutes ago, and that it savoured
of obstrunoion to call for a quorum every
few minutes.

MR. CONNOR: Under what Standing
Order do you so rule?

THE CHAIRMAN said lie had given
his ruling a few minutes ago-that it wasl
an obstruction of the business.

MR. CONNOR Said hie must ask for the
Speaker's rulin.

THE CHAIRMAN said he saw nothing
mandatory in the Standing Orders coim-
pelling him to report to the Speaker.

MR. CONNOR said lie might be ignorant
of the Standing Orders, but he could not
get away' from the fact that a quorum
was necessary to carry onl the business.
If the Chairman insisted on the business
going on without a quorum, hie (Mr.
Connor) should have to ask the Speaker-'s
ruling.

THE CHAIRMAN (to Mr. Moran):
Will you either resume the debate or sit
down ? I shaill have to put the question
if you don't.

MR. CONNOR: I should like to under-
stand, sir, whether you consider there is
a quorum present?

THE CHAIRMAN repeated that hie
considered that the tactics foliowed were
an obstruction of business, he having
called for a quorum only a few minutes
ago.

Mn. MORAN rose to continue the
debate, when-

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest)
rose0 to a point of order. Was there a
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quorum ? The Government desired to
adjourn the debate, but there seemed to
be no likelihood of their being able to
do so, so Ilng as they had men of strong
lungs in the Rouse. Many meimhers
wanted to get away on thle monrow.

MR. R. F. SHOLL said there was no
need for the hon. gentlemiant to say any-
thing about that. The question was, was
there a quorumF

MR. SPEAKER having entered, the
Chairman said his attention had been
called on two or three occasions to there
not being a quorum present.

A quorum having been formed,
MR. R. F. SHOTS 2 asked if the tactics

of the hon. member who had been ad-
dressing the House for thle last half-hour
were in order, or did they constitute an
obstructionP

THE PREMIER (Ron. Sir J. Forrest):
That conies well from you.

MR. R. F. SHOLL would like to know
whether a division should not be taken.
It was dlear by the tactics of the bon.
member that they were pursued for
p)urp)oses of obstruction, and lie thought
there should be somieruling on the subject.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
You Can't gag members like that.

MR. LEnAx: Who applied the gag last
nightV You did.

THE PREMIER (Hon. Sir J. Forrest):
Two o'clock this morning.

A MEMBER: It was about time.
THE CHAIRMAN said he had to see

that the business of the country was pro-
ceeded with in proper form. He would
not say that up to the present the hon.
member was actually out of order.

MR. RANDEJT said they had no wish
to take advantage of the absence of
members, and would accept an adjourn-
ment.

On the motion of THE PREMIER
(Hon. Sir J. Forrest), progress wvas then
reported, and leave given to sit again.

MESSAGES FROM TELE LEGISLATIVE
COUNCIL.

INSECT PESTS BILL.

Thle following Message was received
from the Legislative Council:

Mr. Speaker.,
"The Legislative Council acquaints the

"Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
"to a& Bill intituled 'An Act for the Pre-

" vention and Cure of Diseases in Vinles,
" Fruit Trees, and other Vegetation,'
" subject to the amendment contained in
"thle Schedule annexed; in which amend-
"inent the Legislative Council desires the

" concurrence of the Legislative Assembly.
"OEO. SHEXTON,

" President.
'Legislative Council Chamber, Perth,

"1l3th November, 1894."

Schedule showing the Ainendrnent made by
the Legislative Council in " The Insect
Pests Bill."
On page 2, Clause 3, line 5.-Betweenl

" may " and " without " insert " on
producing his appointment in writ-
ing.".

C. LEE STHnx,
Clerk of Council.

13th November, 1894.
Ordered-That the consideration in

committee of the foregoing Message be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the House.

POLICE ACT AMENDMENT BILL.

The following Message was delivered to
and read by Mr. Speaker:

" MT. Speaker,
".With reference to Message No. 36

" from the Legislative Assembly, disagree-
" ing with the amendments made by the
" Legislative Council in ' The Police
" Act Andament Bill,' the Legislative
" Council informs the Legislative Assem.
" bly that it does not insiet on the said
" amendments.

"GEO. SUENTON,
" President.

"Legislative Council Chamber,
"Perth, 13th November, 1894."

LOAN ESTIMATES.

The following Message was delivered to
and read by Mr. Speaker:-

" Mr. Speaker,
" The Legislative Council acquaints the

"Legislative Assembly that it has agreed
"to the Loan Estimates for 1894-, with

"the exception of Itemt 3, 'Railway
" from Donnybrook towards Bridgetown,
"£21,960.'

"GEO. SITENTON,
" President.

" Legislative Council Chamber,
' Perth, 13th November, 1894."

Council Messages.
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Ordered -That the consideration in
committee of the foregoing Message be
made an Order of the Day for the next
sitting of the Rouse.

ADSOORNBIER'I.

The House adjourned at 1I pan., until
Thursday, 15th November, at 7-80 pan.

Thursday, 15th November, 1894.

Droring BillD Legislative Amnemnbly'q Message -
southern Cross-Coolgardie Railway Bill: second
reading: cowenittee-MUlawa.Cus Rtailway flll:
second rending: coi nttec-Scah) Act Atnidinnat
Bill: second rrnxliiug: cotnmittece-Phannacy anud
Poisons Bill : first reading-Ooldflelds Act Amenid-
wuent ill: ffirst rewling-Alprcoriati3u Bill: first
rendling-Lands llesuinption Bill: first readi.g-
Adjonumeut.

THE PRESIDENT (Hon. Sir G. Sliea-
ton) took the chair at 4-30 o'clock p.m.

PRAYERS.

DROVING BILL.
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL'S AMENDMEFNTSR.

IN COMMITTEE.

THs COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker): I beg to move, " That
Amendmient No. 1, mnade by the Council
in the Droving Bill, and withl which the
Legislative Assembly have disagreed, he
not insisted on." It will be remiembered
that we added to clause 2 the words8
"1unless such stock be carried by rail-
way." The Legislative Assembly do not
agree with this, because they say the
amendment would greatly increase the
opportunities for shieep-stealing, by pro-
viding a ready means by whiich such
sheep could be disposed of without the
supervision and restrictions which the

Bill imposes in respect to other travelli ng
sheep. I do not think it worth while,
under the circumstances, to insist.

Mtotion put and passed.
Tuu COLONIAL SECRETARY (loti.

S. H. Parker): I now move that Amend-
moent No. 4 be not insisted upon. We
strulek out, it will be remembered, from
clause 6 the words " approach within 10
miles of the head station or homestead
on any rimi or the hecadquar-ters of any
person in charge of stock on any part of
a run," aind inserted the words " enter
upon any run or before entering upon
any run that shall he fenced." The
Assembly say they cannot agree to this,
because " as very miany homesteads are
far removed from the outside boundaries
of their runs, this ameondment would
necessitate, in many instances, the send-
ing of a mnessenger for 50 and even 100
miles, thus materially increasing the cost
of dr-oving and rendering such notice
valueless, owing to the time necessarily
intervening between the notice and the
arrival of tile sheep." Under the circumi-
stances, I suggest that we should not
insist on this or the other amendments.

TaE Hor. R. G. Bunons:- What is
the use of the Bill if it is not necessary
to give notice when entering a run?

THn COLONIAL SECRETARY (Hon.
S. H. Parker) : When the Bill was before
tile committee I said that good reasons
had been given for the amnendmient, but
still it is not without difficulties. There
are sonic inns which would take a drover
days to go over to give notice, and, there-
fore, I do not think it worth while for us
to insist, especially as there are not many
instances where the honiestead is more
than ten miles from the boundary of the
run.

THE HO0N. F. N. STONE: I think
we should insist on the amendment. I
have spoken to several persons connected
with sheep stations, and they say that if
the clause is left as it is it w ill be unwork -
able, as sheep would come on to a run
and get boxed before any notice was
given. Then notice of the route has to
be given, and what is the good of that
when perhaps the sheep are thirty miles
onl the run.

Tnr fow. E. HENTY: I spoke before
on this question, and I adhere to the
opinion I expressed. I think it is very
necessary, notwtithstanding what the

[COUNCIL.] Droving Bill.


